Korea, Republic of
Overview

The Republic of Korea has experienced impressive socioeconomic development during the past three decades. Rapid economic growth and industrialization have accelerated urbanization. Eighty-one per cent of the country’s population of 48.3 million lives in urban areas. Tension with the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the associated military presence continues to be a major political issue in the region and a potential source of conflict.

Since the beginning of the first 5-year Economic Development Plan in 1962, the economy and quality of life have improved rapidly. The country’s gross national income was the 14th largest in the world in 2008. In recent years, the health and quality of life of the population have improved steadily. There has been a significant rise in life expectancy, in part due to progress in medical services and increases in the number of medical facilities and medical staff. These improvements have also contributed to reductions in infant and maternal mortality. The total fertility rate is extremely low at 1.22 lifetime births per woman. The extension of health insurance to the entire population has led to greater demands for health care, which has resulted in the need for a larger health workforce and more facilities. As the elderly population grows and the number of people suffering from chronic diseases increases, treatment-focused health care policies are being increasingly supplemented by those focused on prevention and health promotion. These changes have also contributed to decreasing rates of infant and maternal mortality.

In response to a 2007 UN inquiry regarding government views and policies on population issues, Korean Government stated that it viewed its levels of population growth and fertility to be too low.  It reported population ageing to be of major policy concern. The Government also considered HIV/AIDS to be of major concern and has implemented various measures in response, including blood screening, information and education campaigns, antiretroviral treatment, non-discriminatory policies and distribution of condoms.
