Kiribati
Overview
The Republic of Kiribati comprises 33 low-lying atolls, most not more than one metre above sea level. The atolls are clustered in three groupings, each within its own exclusive economic zone. Forty-three per cent of Kiribati’s population lives on South Tarawa, the capital atoll.
Kiribati is classified as a least developed country. Its small size and scattered nature, remoteness and lack of fertile soils limit economic opportunities. Its large Exclusive Economic Zone, however, provides ocean resources that can be exploited commercially. The country licenses the fleets of other nations to fish within its waters. Other income is derived from exports of seaweed and remittances from Kiribati citizens living overseas. The country receives development assistance from Australia, the European Union, Japan and New Zealand.  

In Kiribati, the standard of health-care delivery has risen over the last few years. Basic primary care access has improved in the Gilbert Islands group following the construction of 10 new clinics and 70 additional health centers equipped by UNFPA. Increased numbers of nursing graduates have also strengthened the ranks of health professionals. Outer island facilities are more difficult to supply, maintain and staff. Primary education in Kiribati is nearly universal with minimal gender disparity in enrolments. At the secondary school level, more girls than boys are enrolled. 

Kiribati signed the CEDAW agreement in 2004. But more women need to participate in reproductive health (RH) decision-making. Kiribati’s relatively small population size and scattered layout has made it difficult to continue to reduce maternal mortality. Kiribati has achieved four ICPD goals and needs sustained effort to reach the MDGs by 2015. 

UNFPA strengthened and expanded quality RH information and services through developing RH protocols, training health care providers on contraceptive technology, post-graduate training for midwives and upgrading the knowledge and skills of other health professionals. With partners Australian Aid and New Zealand Aid, UNFPA is funding the Reproductive Health Commodity Security Project to ensure adequate management, logistics support and timely delivery of essential RH commodities including contraceptive supplies. Fiji’s Ministry of Health is providing a UNFPA-managed regional warehouse for RH commodities. 

