Jamaica
Overview

Jamaica is ranked 87 of 179 on the 2008 UNDP Human Development Index. Jamaica’s population is 2.7 million, and is growing slowly at 0.4 per cent per year. The total fertility rate has continued to decline and is now 2.4 lifetime births per woman. The maternal mortality ratio, estimated at 170 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2005, and the infant mortality rate (26 deaths per 1,000 live births) appear to have increased in recent years. Sexual and reproductive health may be less of a priority given the country’s current economic climate and a focus on unemployment and cost of living. 
The National Family Planning Board of Jamaica emphasizes adolescent reproductive and sexual health. About 69 per cent of reproductive-age women use contraception and most use a modern method, yet adolescent fertility remains high at 58 births per 1,000 girls aged 15 to 19. The Government has set up the Adolescent Policy Working Group to better address the high prevalence of adolescent pregnancies and unsafe abortions. A National Advisory Committee on Adolescent Development helps facilitate cooperation among partners.  

Jamaican women aged 15 to 19 have a high HIV prevalence rate, according to surveillance reports among antenatal clinic attendees. Pervasive gender inequality results in high vulnerability to poverty and to HIV among young girls, who are three to six times more likely to be infected by HIV than boys of the same age. Young boys, however, are highly vulnerable to violence and school drop out, raising the concern of policymakers. Socialisation patterns have health implications for both young men and young women.   

UNFPA has collaborated with the National Family Planning Board and the Ministry of Health to promote reproductive health services and commodities security, including procuring the female condom; with the Planning Institute of Jamaica and the Statistical Institute in promoting the importance of data collection and census preparation; and with the Bureau of Women's Affairs in promoting the rights of women and men, and adolescent sexual and reproductive health. UNFPA contributed to training statistical officers in the collection and analysis of data in preparation for the 2010 round of the census. 
