Iraq
Overview

In 2009, the population of Iraq was estimated at 30.7 million and growing at approximately 2 per cent per year. A population census was planned for 2009 but has been postponed. Since August 2003, and evacuation of all UN agencies, Iraq has been under security phase IV with a very limited UN presence. COs of all UN agencies have been located in Amman, Jordan since 2004. This situation has necessitated that all UN agencies are managing their programmes and projects remotely.

Iraq’s total fertility rate is estimated at 4.0 and the use of modern contraception by married women was 33 per cent, according to the 2006 MICS survey. Outreach for reproductive health remains extremely poor, particularly in remote rural areas, as most deliveries take place at home and it is assumed that they are not attended by a midwife but rather by a traditional birth attendant. Hospitals in rural districts are of such poor standard that women consider it safer to give birth at home. The ongoing security situation has greatly hampered efforts to reach the MDGs. The vast majority of victims of violence are men, leaving untold numbers of widows and children without their primary caregiver, pushing them further into crisis and creating a large pool of victims in urgent need of aid. The problem is further compounded by the fact that at least 40 per cent of Iraq's professionals have left the country.

The Iraqi Government has shown increasing interest towards gender equality concerns, particularly combating gender-based violence, but is also facing serious challenges and resistance due to on going sectarian conflicts. The capacity to address development issues has improved at the national level, but not uniformly across governorates. Capacity gaps at the local level will be further widened in 2009 as oil prices are expected to fall further, reducing the size of the Government budget.

