Hungary

Overview

Hungary is a stable democracy with a market-oriented economy, having made political and economic reforms in the 1990s and earlier. It gained membership in the European Union in 2004.  The global financial crisis and declining exports, however, have dampened the economy; it is expected to have negative GDP growth in 2009. In addition, Hungary faces challenges related to unemployment, regional disparities and minority rights, especially those concerning the Roma population.  

The country has a population of 10 million. Negative population growth (-0.2 per cent in 2009) has lasted for over a decade and is a major concern of the Government. The total fertility rate is below replacement level, at 1.4 lifetime births per woman. More than a decade of low fertility has resulted in rapid population ageing: adults aged 60 and over represent 22 per cent of the population. The Government views current levels of growth and fertility as too low.

Although Hungary does not have an explicit population policy, incentives and compensations are given to married couples to promote childbearing. The Government has implemented programmes to protect women of childbearing age, to assist them during pregnancy and to provide support after childbearing. Hungary offers an award to the most family-friendly employer and is the only country in Europe to count childcare time as work for retirement purposes.
Hungary has achieved a relatively high contraceptive prevalence rate: 77 per cent of reproductive-age women use contraception and 68 per cent use modern methods. Although the Government does not subsidize contraceptives, a full range is widely available in pharmacies and clinics. Family planning services in Hungary are integrated into national health services and focus on providing prenatal and post-natal care and counseling, and on reducing the number of abortions. However, the skills of nurses and midwives need improving and the quality of sexual and reproductive health services remains low.
Although legal provisions in Hungary protect human rights, support for women’s protection, empowerment and reproductive rights needs to be strengthened and enforced. Problems persist in domestic violence and the trafficking of women. 

