Haiti
Overview
Haiti faced many challenges in 2008, including political turmoil, natural disasters and food insecurity. With a population of 9 million, Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere and the only least developed country in Latin America. It has the highest prevalence of HIV/AIDS in the region.
Haiti’s total fertility rate is 3.4 lifetime births per woman and the population growth rate is 1.6 per cent per year. The contraceptive prevalence rate remains low with just 32 per cent of women between the ages of 15 to 49 using any method of contraception. Nevertheless, because of a marked increase in the interest of donors and improved collaboration among them, significant progress has been made recently to raise awareness of reproductive health and gender issues. The Government drafted its first report to CEDAW on the status of women and made strides in implementing gender mainstreaming and gender budgeting. In 2008, the National Platform on Gender Based Violence (GBV) was consolidated, and systems of reporting and medical follow-up for victims of GBV were improved.
While progress on MDG 5 (achieve universal access to reproductive health) has been slow, new agreements are being implemented. In partnership with UNFPA, the UNDP Programme on Watershed and Environmental Protection is initiating efforts to increase the income of rural women and improve their access to water and to health-care information. 
A five-year agreement to improve reproductive health by providing free obstetric care and improved neonatal care and family planning was signed by CIDA/Canada, WHO/PAH and UNICEF. Although the program covers only 30 per cent of Haiti’s maternal hospitals, it offers significant potential to increase the percentage of births attended by skilled health personnel (currently 26.1 per cent) and reduce maternal mortality (currently 670 deaths per 100,000 live births). As of 2009, UNFPA and WHO/PAHO are adding contraceptive commodities and counseling to the free obstetrics programme. The Global Maternal Health Thematic Fund, managed by UNFPA, is supporting a baseline study on the availability and quality of obstetric and neonatal care, which will provide more accurate data to measure progress towards MDG 5.  
