Guyana

Overview

Guyana, with a population of 762,000, is one of the poorest countries in Latin America and the Caribbean, and is classified as a “highly indebted poor country.” Yet Guyana has maintained steady progress towards the MDGs, advancing efforts to reduce hunger, increase social services, improve school enrolment and completion, increase empowerment of women and achieve environmental sustainability. Infant mortality is 45 deaths per 1,000 live births. Contraceptive prevalence for any method is 34 per cent and fertility has fallen to 2.3 lifetime births per woman. Because of out-migration, Guyana has a negative rate of population growth (-0.1 per cent per year).

Guyana faces significant reproductive health challenges. Adolescent fertility is 96 births per 1,000 women aged 15 to 19. The maternal mortality ratio is 470 deaths per 100,000 live births, even though 83 per cent of all births have a skilled attendant present. The Government views the mortality level as unacceptably high and life expectancy as unacceptably low. Health reforms are needed to reduce morbidity and mortality and to provide equitable access to health and social services to promote better health. 



The Guyana Responsible Parenthood Association is one of the lead agencies in population and reproductive health, and has promoted family life education in schools since 1995. The association conducts adolescent outreach, markets and distributes contraceptives and carries out media advocacy efforts.  

Guyana has very high rates of communicable diseases, including malaria, dengue, tuberculosis, hepatitis and sexually transmitted infections (STIs), including HIV/AIDS. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Global AIDS Program is helping the Government develop surveillance and infrastructure systems to combat HIV/AIDS. Guyana’s Poverty Reduction Strategy Plan includes the development of a national database for the management of STIs, including HIV/AIDS.  

