Guinea-Bissau

Overview

Guinea-Bissau is recovering from the political and military conflict of 1998-1999 and from the ensuing economic downturn. The country, ranked 171 out of 179 in the 2008 UNDP Human Development Index, suffers from extreme income inequality and poor economic growth. Guinea-Bissau faces high levels of internal migration. The country has a population of 1.6 million. The latest population and housing census was conducted in 2009, with preliminary results due within the year. The Poverty Reduction Strategy (for 2006-2009), scheduled for review in 2010, aims to reduce the prevalence of extreme poverty; accelerate achievement of the MDGs; develop the infrastructure for production; lower maternal and infant mortality; promote universal access to primary education; and facilitate the elimination of gender disparities.

Weak service delivery systems and infrastructure destroyed over years of fighting contribute to poor social conditions. Maternal mortality increased from 910 deaths per 100,000 live births in 1995 to 1,100 deaths in 2005. The total fertility rate is 5.7 lifetime births per woman and contraceptive prevalence is just 10 per cent of women of reproductive-age. Average life expectancy remains low (48 years), while HIV prevelance is moderately high.  

Some positive steps are being made to improve reproductive health. In 2004, the country adopted a population policy, which draws heavily on the goals of the ICPD and MDGs. The Government has endorsed the concept of reproductive health, giving it a separate department within the Ministry of Health to promote delivery of services. Efforts are underway to implement a new strategy to improve maternal and infant mortality. The National Reproductive Health Policy/Programme, a National AIDS Strategy (2007-2011) and Service Delivery Norms (new conceptual and operational frameworks to improve reproductive health) were recently developed and are now being implemented. A National Youth Plan (2008-2010) including four main points (reproductive health, education, employment and citizenship and leadership) has been established.

Interventions to improve reproductive health and reduce gender inequalities are supported by donors and development partners, including UNFPA. Youth are a priority area for reproductive health services. Efforts to sensitize youth about such reproductive health issues as sexually transmitted infections, including HIV/AIDS, are being reinforced by peer educators through youth networks.
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	Indicators
	year

	Population in Thousands, 2001, Total, Male

Population in Thousands, 2001, Total, Female

Population Growth Rate, Per Cent

Crude Birth Rate per 1,000 Population

Crude Death Rate per 1,000 Population


Urban Population, Per Cent

Sex Ratio at Birth, Male Births per Female Birth

Women 15-49, Thousands





Women 15-49, Per Cent






Total Fertility Rate per Woman 15-49


Contraceptive Prevalence Rate for Women 

15-49, Modern Method, Per Cent


Contraceptive Prevalence Rate for Women

 15-49, Any Method, Per Cent ▲


Maternal Mortality Ratio per 100,000 Live Births (MMR) ● ▲ 

MMR, Lower Bound ● ▲







MMR, Upper Bound ● ▲






Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 Live Births ● ▲



Under Age 5 Mortality Rate, Total ● ▲




Under Age 5 Mortality Rate, Female ● ▲



Under Age 5 Mortality Rate, Male ● ▲




Life Expectancy at Birth, Combined, Years ● ▲


Life Expectancy at Birth, Female, Years ● ▲



Life Expectancy at Birth, Male, Years ● ▲



Population 60 Years and Over, Per Cent
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	Years 2005-2015 (in millions $US)

	
	
	

	Indicators

SOCIO-ECONOMIC & HEALTH
Gross Domestic Product Per Capita, Purchasing Power Parity

International Dollars

Gross Domestic Product Growth Rate, Annual Per Cent


Income Group per World Bank Classification



UNFPA Country Priority Classification



Population Below $1/Day, Per Cent 
▲

Access to Improved Water Supply, Per Cent ▲


Deliveries Attended by Skilled Attendants, Per Cent ● ▲

Family Planning Programme Effort Index, 1999 (Total Mean Score)

Illiteracy Rate, Per Cent of Population Age 15 and Over, Male

Illiteracy Rate, Per Cent of Population Age 15 and Over, Female

Primary School Enrolment, Gross % of School Age Population, Male ▲

Primary School Enrolment, Gross % of School Age Population, Female ▲

Secondary School Enrolment, Gross Per Cent of School Age ● ▲


Population, Male

Secondary School Enrolment, Gross Per Cent of School Age ● ▲


Population, Female

Children Underweight Under 5, Male, Per Cent





Children Underweight Under 5, Female, Per Cent




Stunted Children Under 5, Moderate, Per Cent




Stunted Children Under 5, Severe, Per Cent





Wasted Children Under 5, Severe, Per Cent


●   ICPD Goals

▲ MDG Indicators
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	ADOLESCENT REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH
Proportion of Population 15-24




Age-Specific Fertility Rate per 1000 Women, 15-20 

Mean Age at Marriage, Male





Mean Age at Marriage, Female




HIV/AIDS Prevalence, 15-24, Lower Bound, Female ● ▲

HIV/AIDS Prevalence, 15-24, Upper Bound, Female ● ▲


HIV/AIDS Prevalence, 15-24, Lower Bound, Male ● ▲


HIV/AIDS Prevalence, 15-24, Upper Bound, Male ● ▲
1
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18.3
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	GENDER EQUALITY
GENDER EQUALITY

Labour Force Participation Rate, 15-64, Total


Labour Force Participation Rate, 15-64, Male


Labour Force Participation Rate, 15-64, Female


Women in Managerial or Technical Positions, Thousands


Seats in Parliament Held by Women, Per Cent

	75.1
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na
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	45

55.

na
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	REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH COMMODITY SECURITY
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH COMMODITY SECURITY

Projected Increase/Decrease in Women of Reproductive

Age 2000-2015, Thousands






Projected Increase/Decrease in Women of Reproductive

Age 2000-2015, Per Cent






Unmet Need for Family Planning, Spacing, Per Cent ●


Unmet Need for Family Planning, Limiting, Per Cent ●


Unmet Need for Family Planning, Total, Per Cent ●


Unmet Need for Family Planning, Thousands ●
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	INTERNAL DISPARITIES
	
	
	

	Total Fertility Rate per Woman 15-49:
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Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 Live Births:
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Age-Specific Fertility Rate, 15-19 Years:
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Adolescent Women 15-19 Begun Childbearing:

Urban, Per Cent






Rural, Per Cent






No Education/Primary, Per Cent




Highest Level of Education, Per Cent



Provincial Low, Per Cent





Provincial High, Per Cent
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Deliveries Attended by Skilled Attendants:
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No Education/Primary, Per Cent
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Modern Contraceptive Prevalence

Rate for Women 15-49:
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Children Underweight Under 5, Moderate:
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No Education/Primary, Per Cent
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Children Underweight Under 5, Severe:

Urban, Per Cent





Rural, Per Cent





No Education/Primary, Per Cent



Highest Level of Education, Per Cent
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Provincial High, Per Cent




Richest, Per Cent
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