Ghana

Overview

In 2009, Ghana’s population was estimated at 22.9 million. The Government views the total fertility rate (4.2 births per woman), and maternal mortality ratio (560

deaths per 100,000 live births) as unacceptably high. Use of antenatal care is almost universal, but just under 50 per cent of all births take place with skilled attendants.

With HIV/AIDS prevalence at 3.1 per cent among adults of reproductive age, the Government has adopted a multi sectoral approach to control the pandemic. A national AIDS commission was set up to coordinate prevention activities and the provision of antiretroviral therapy. Religious and traditional leaders have been enlisted to lend support to the campaign against HIV as well as to assist those living with the virus. The Africa Youth Alliance Programme, funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and implemented by UNFPA and the NGOs PATH and Pathfinder, has trained service providers in the provision of youth-friendly services in five of the country’s 10 regions.

The Government is proactive on population and development issues and encourages partnerships with NGOs. It has also formulated a Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP), which focuses on reducing poverty in the poorest regions and ensuring equitable access to quality health services. The PRSP also takes into account the national population policy and the ICPD Programme of Action, and is being revised to integrate the MDGs. Recent policy initiatives include revision of national reproductive health service policy and standards, adolescent sexual and reproductive health, HIV/AIDS and youth policies.

The Government is addressing the high maternal mortality in the country. With assistance from UNFPA and other development partners, midwives have been trained in life-saving skills and the referral system is being strengthened by providing more ambulances and communications equipment.

A bill is also under consideration in Parliament that will address domestic violence, especially against women and children. Certain harmful traditional practices, such as female genital mutilation/cutting, have been outlawed, and the minimum age for marriage has been raised from 16 to 18 years.

