Gambia

Overview  

The Gambia, one of the least developed countries in the world, ranked 160 out of 179 countries on the 2008 UNDP Human Development Index. The total population of 1.7 million is growing at an annual rate of 2.6 per cent. The Gambia is home to nearly 15,000 refugees, of whom 9,000 receive humanitarian assistance from UNHCR. Women have on average 5 births during their lifetimes. Infant mortality, estimated at 82 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2007, has increased somewhat since the previous survey, while maternal mortality, 520 deaths per 100,000 live births, has been halved since 1990.

In 2007, Gambia became eligible to receive funds from the Heavily Indebted Poor Country initiative. The Government plans to use these funds to address social needs.  Despite the challenges it faces, the Gambia has made significant progress in some areas of sexual and reproductive health. The creation of a National Planning Commission with the mandate to prioritize planning in accordance with the MDGs is a strategic opportunity to advance the MDGs and IPCD priorities.
The contraceptive prevalence rate among reproductive-age women is 18 per cent. Resistance to family planning is attributed to religious misconceptions and the traditional cultural values of the largely Muslim population. The country’s maternal mortality ratio (690 deaths per 100,000 live births) has risen in recent years. About 57 per cent of births have a skilled attendant present. 

The adolescent fertility rate of 104 represents a significant decline from the 1990 rate of 171 births per 1,000 girls aged 15 to 19. This decline is attributed in part to rising girls’ education and delayed age at marriage. Gender parity has been achieved at the primary school level and the ratio of girls to boys at the secondary level has increased significantly as well. 
Women remain under-represented in public life, but the Government has made strides in appointing women to high public office. 
UNFPA collaborated in formulating a National Reproductive Health Commodity Security Plan for 2006-2010 to strengthen the logistic management system and ensure an uninterrupted supply of contraceptives and other commodities. UNFPA and WHO plan to implement a fistula campaign.  
