Gabon
Overview
Gabon is a prosperous, peaceful and politically stable country with ample timber and mineral resources.  It is the third largest petroleum producer in Central Africa. Exports of crude oil account for 60 per cent of the national budget, 80 per cent of total export revenue and more than 40 per cent of its Gross Domestic Product. Yet, Gabon’s social indicators resemble those of a poor country: wide income disparities; high rates of poverty; large numbers of unemployed; and near total reliance on imported food, consumer goods and equipment.  

Although the country has achieved universal primary education for both boys and girls, there has been little progress since 1990 in reducing under-5 mortality or improving average life expectancy. However, the population growth rate decreased from 2.5 per cent in 2000 to 1.8 per cent in 2009, and fertility dropped from 5.4 lifetime births per woman in 1990 to 3.2 in 2009. Road maps for reducing maternal and neonatal mortality and for achieving reproductive health commodity security were also developed and adopted with UNFPA assistance and in collaboration with UNICEF and WHO.
Prevalence of HIV/AIDS among adults is nearly 6 per cent; nearly 4 per cent of adolescents are HIV-positive. Rates are higher among women than among men. Vulnerable groups especially at risk of infection include sex workers, among whom 20 per cent are HIV positive. HIV-prevention activities have been intensified, targeting young people, sex workers and the military. With UNFPA support, the Government developed national strategic plans (2008-2011) to combat HIV/AIDS through, for example, social marketing of condoms and behaviour-change communications.   

To address the sexual and reproductive health needs of youth, a local NGO, RENAPS/JA — in collaboration with the Government and international donors — supports youth-managed centres that provide information and education services in cities. Nearly 500 youth come to the centres every week, and youth leaders have become so competent in advocating for youth-friendly services that they often take the lead in meeting with donors to mobilize funds. 

To reach its health targets, the Government has increased budget allocations for health, particularly primary care, increased use of generic drugs and improved health education and training programmes.  

