El Salvador

Overview

El Salvador is the most densely populated country in Latin America and the Caribbean, with a population estimated at 6.2 million. El Salvador has shown progress in achieving some of the MDGs; nevertheless, important challenges remain. The total fertility rate has declined to 2.3 lifetime births per woman, and the population growth rate has declined to 0.5 per cent per year. Adolescent pregnancy continues to be a concern, as a recent Ministry of Public Health report indicates women younger than 20 account for one third of all deliveries at public maternity wards. Among women aged 15-49, use of family planning has increased to 73 per cent. Yet important differentials remain in fertility and family planning use by women’s education and place of residence. 

Maternal mortality continues to be a public health concern. The Ministry of Health conducted a baseline study in 2005-2006 with the technical and financial support of various cooperation agencies, including UNFPA. The estimated maternal mortality ratio of 71 was considerably below the 170 deaths per 100,000 live births estimated by WHO in 2005. Low levels of education among women, rural residents and youth are linked with maternal mortality. The current National Plan for the Reduction of Maternal and Perinatal Mortality is being revised, and a new plan to cover the period 2010-14 is being prepared. 
The recently elected Government is interested in supporting the most vulnerable groups through the establishment of a Universal Social Protection System that would guarantee basic social rights with a gender, rights and life cycle perspective. The Ministry of Health aims to set a new vision of public health, with social participation, highlighting the importance of quality, no cost health services and service provision focusing on the most vulnerable groups. There is also a commitment for the design and implementation of specific reproductive health policies.

The socio-demographic database has been updated with support from UNFPA; a new population and housing census was completed in 2007. El Salvador is interested in reorganizing and strengthening the national statistics system and in creating an autonomous national statistics and geographic institute.

