Eastern Caribbean

Overview
The Eastern Caribbean countries covered in the UNFPA programme—Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, Barbados, British Virgin Islands, Dominica, Grenada, Montserrat, Netherlands Antilles, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Saint Vincent and Grenadines—have completed the demographic transition: these countries have a combined total fertility rate of 1.9 lifetime births per woman, slightly below replacement level. Their combined population is 723,000, and more than half of the population lives in rural areas. With economies based on the tourism and service industries, and high levels of youth unemployment, the old-age dependency ratio is a concern. A large percentage of households are female-headed. While all countries have achieved universal primary education, the quality of education varies widely and girls are generally outperforming boys in enrolment and completion rates. Although women have higher levels of educational achievement, men are more likely to be employed.   
The HIV/AIDS pandemic is a significant problem in the Eastern Caribbean. It is now the leading cause of death among those aged 15 to 44, and prevalence is three to six times higher among women than men. Most governments in the region have set up national guidelines for the prevention and control of the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

The Governments of the Eastern Caribbean region have incorporated population and development issues in their poverty reduction strategies and are making progress towards achieving the ICPD Programme of Action and the MDGs. Almost all the countries have national gender and youth policies. However, the lack of data on the status of women and children makes it difficult to track progress on gender equality and human rights. 

UNFPA and CARICOM have worked with member states to make sexual and reproductive health services youth friendly. These programmes rely on peer educators and trained counsellors to reach adolescents and young people. The mass media has also been used to raise awareness of sexual and reproductive health and rights issues.
Emergency obstetric services have been improved to further reduce maternal mortality.  

Maternal deaths are reported within 24 hours so that audits may be undertaken.  

The continued exodus of well-qualified personnel to the United States and Europe remains a challenge for the region. 

