Congo
Overview

The Republic of Congo, with a young population of 3.7 million, is rebuilding after years of conflict that damaged or destroyed much of the country’s infrastructure. The Republic of Congo, as one of the largest oil producers in Africa, has the capacity to finance reconstruction, rehabilitation and reintegration. Yet a large proportion of the population continues to lives in poverty. The population is growing at the rate of 1.8 per cent per year. Although 83 per cent of childbirths are attended by skilled personnel, maternal mortality remains unacceptably high at 740 deaths per 100,000 live births, suggesting that the quality of care is low. The Republic of Congo has made considerable progress in reducing unwanted fertility. The total fertility rate has declined from more than 6 lifetime births per woman in 1990 to 4.5 births per woman currently. More than 44 per cent of women use a method of contraception. Adolescent sexuality and reproductive health are primary concerns due to early sexual debut, high adolescent fertility (132 births per 1,000 women aged 15 to 19) and increasing prevalence of HIV/AIDS, especially among young women. The Republic of Congo is also dealing with 28,000 refugees and asylum seekers who require humanitarian assistance. 
Gender inequality persists in education and employment, as well as in access to credit and legal protection. Women are poorly represented in executive positions and the legislature. Gender-based violence became an acute problem during the conflict and remains persistent. The Government has taken a number of steps to reduce poverty and inequality and to increase access to health care. These have included increasing civil service salaries, removing school fees and rehabilitating public health facilities.  

UNFPA has partnered with the UNDP and the UN Development Fund for Women to elaborate a national policy on gender, and has integrated population, development and gender into the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper. UNFPA supported the Government in carrying out a census of population and housing. In 2008, UNFPA participated in a Parliamentary debate on the requirements for reducing maternal and neonatal deaths. UNFPA supported media awareness-raising on family planning, emergency obstetric care, obstetric fistula and other reproductive health issues, and is working with the Government to secure a steady supply of reproductive health commodities, including contraceptives.   
