Comoros

Overview

Comoros is a small nation of 676,000 people spread across three islands. Geographic spread complicates efficient provision and use of sexual and reproductive health services to its youthful population. Comoros is one of the 49 least developed countries in the world, with a large percentage of its population dependent upon foreign remittances to meet their daily needs. 

The Government is concerned about high population growth (2.3 per cent per year), maternal and childhood mortality, low life expectancy and an emerging HIV/AIDS problem. UNFPA supported the development of population projections for 2003-2025 and contributed to the formulation and financing of three joint projects implemented in 2006: gender and human rights, prevention of HIV/AIDS and reducing maternal and infant deaths. Comoros is making progress towards meeting the targets and goals of the ICPD Programme of Action and the MDGs. Contraceptive use is 25.7 per cent (2000); fertility has declined to 4 births per woman; maternal mortality dropped from 480 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2000 to 400 in 2005, while infant mortality fell to 49 per 1000 live births. The Government recognizes that maternal mortality is still too high and accelerating its reduction is a priority. Less than 62 per cent of births are attended by skilled personnel, and adolescent fertility remains very high at 95 births per 1,000 girls aged 15-19. 
The Government has worked with partners, including UNFPA and indigenous nongovernmental organizations to staff a youth centre on each island with trained counselors and practitioners, reproductive health commodities and interpersonal education and communication strategies (IEC) on prevention of HIV and pregnancy. But with its rapid population growth and large population under age 15, the sexual and reproductive health of adolescents remains a special concern. A number of new initiatives were began in 2006 that appear to have the support of communities and the media. A coalition of agencies and groups developed new IEC on HIV/AIDS, STIs and pregnancy prevention. Condom distribution points on the islands have been increased by 50 per cent, and 45 per cent of  health outreach workers serving rural areas are girls. 
