Cameroon
Overview
Cameroon's population, estimated at 19.5 million, is growing by 2.2 per cent a year.  With most of its neighbours having experienced armed conflicts or socio-political turmoil in recent years, Cameroon has received large numbers of displaced people. Today it hosts close to 90,000 refugees and asylum-seekers. Of these, more than 14,600 live in urban areas, while some 60,000 others from the Central African Republic are settled in villages in East or Adamaoua provinces. After rebel attacks in Chad in February 2009, over 14,000 Chadians sought refuge in northern Cameroon. Persistent inflation despite government efforts and the international financial crisis have exacerbated the situation and a third of the population lives on less than US$1.25 a day. 
To address the high maternal mortality rate of 1,000 women per 100,000 live births, the infant mortality of 87 per 1,000 births and the fertility rate of 4.59 children during a woman’s reproductive life, the Government and its partners, including UNFPA, has recently endorsed a national program for reproductive health and a Road Map for the Attainment of the MDGs related to maternal, newborn and child health; a national framework for the sexual and reproductive health of adolescents; it has registered its first gender and human rights report with the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and has developed a prototypical law against gender-based violence and discrimination. UNFPA’s support of the finalization and validation of the national UN framework for development in Cameroun; the drafting and validation of the National Strategy for Statistics with the National Council of Statistics; and the strengthening of the National Institute of Statistics all contributed to the validation of the results of the Third Population and Dwelling Census. The Government will use these data to inform the adjustment of its programs to meet the MDG and ICPD targets.
