Brunei Darussalam

Overview

Oil-rich Brunei Darussalam has an estimated population of 399,000. It is the only remaining Malay Islamic Monarchy in the world, and Sultan serves as both head of state and Prime Minister.  The Government’s attempts to diversify the economy in the past decade have had limited success. Oil, gas and Government spending account for most of Brunei’s economic activity. The population aged 15 and younger makes up 26.8 per cent of Brunei’s total population, while those 60 years and older account for just 5.5 per cent. The country is predominately urban, with 74.4 per cent of the population living in towns and cities. 

Life expectancy at birth is high at 79.9 years for women and 75.2 for men. The total fertility rate has dropped greatly over recent decades and is currently at 2.06 lifetime birth per woman. The Government, however, has provided no support for access to contraceptive methods. The maternal mortality ratio is low at 13 deaths per 100,000 live births, while 99 per cent of all deliveries take place with skilled attendants. Over the past three decades, the country’s rates of infant and under-5 mortality have improved greatly. The infant mortality rate stands at 8 deaths per 1,000 live births and under-5 mortality at 9 deaths per 1,000 live births.
Wealth from oil allows the Government to provide one of the finest health care systems in Asia.  People enjoy free medical and health care provided by government hospitals, health centers and clinics throughout the country. In remote areas, primary health care is provided by the Flying Medical Services. Private and military hospitals also augment government facilities.
The HIV/AIDS prevalence rate in Brunei remains low. In response to a 2007 United Nations inquiry regarding government views and policies on population issues, however, the Government viewed HIV/AIDS as a major concern. The country has implemented various measures including blood screening, information and education campaigns and antiretroviral treatment.
