Bosnia-Herzegovina


Overview

Bosnia-Herzegovina consists of two main semi-independent entities, the Federation of Bosnia-Herzegovina (BiH) and the Republic Srpska. Approximately two thirds of the country’s population of 3.8 million lives in BiH and the total population is declining by about -0.3 per cent per year. Currently, the country’s total fertility rate is quite low at only 1.2 children per woman, likely reflecting the state of the economy and the aftermath of war. Life expectancy, however, is relatively high at 72.7 years for males and 77.9 for females.

The Dayton Peace Agreement, signed in 1996, had called for the establishment of national policy frameworks on poverty reduction, development, gender equality, HIV/AIDS, child and youth protection and the environment. Given the country’s many challenges and political rivalries, progress on ICPD goals and the MDGs was somewhat impeded. In 2008, there were several quite positive developments in population and development, gender equality and women’s  empowerment, with UNFPA assistance and resources. Also, after several years of capacity building and preparation for the process of European integration, planning for 2011 Census began. The census will provide the required baseline measurements in areas such youth, migration, educational and training status of the population, rapid ageing, below replacement fertility and many other critically-needed areas. Two developmental strategies – Social Inclusion and Development Strategy 2008-2013 – cannot be implemented without baselines and indicators. 

From 2000 to 2009, the percentage of seats in Parliament held by women declined from 28.6 per cent to 11.9. From 2006 to 2009, the use of modern contraception among married women fell to 11.2 per cent from 15.7. Both trends point to the need for increased efforts in women’s status and equality. UNFPA has addressed the issue of gender-based violence with the GBV Strategy/Action Plan, a revision of Gender Law and Discrimination Law, among others. The BiH Government will contribute $300,000 and the government of Republic Srpska will also contribute to financing the Action Plan for implementation in 2009. 
