Benin
Overview

Progress is still slow towards the achievement of the MDGs in Benin, one of the least developed countries. Benin ranks 161 out of 179 countries on the 2008 Human Development Index. Most MDGs will be difficult to accomplish by 2015, especially MDGs 1 and 5, which involve reducing poverty and hunger and improving maternal health. Some progress has been made in reducing poverty, narrowing income inequalities and expanding the supply of social services. The number children orphaned by AIDS decreased to 29,000 in 2007 (down from 34,000 in 2003). HIV prevalence among youth has decreased since 2005, though the gender disparity in prevalence still persists. Among youth aged 15 to 24, prevalence is higher among women (0.9) than among men (0.3). Gender inequalities persist in education, elected office holders and access to sexual and reproductive health services. 
The Government and its development partners are guided by key policy documents, including the Population Policy Declaration (1996), revised to include Strategic Directions for Development 2006-2011; the Benin 2025 National Vision; the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP) for 2007-2013; the National Policy for Reproductive Health; National Strategy for the Reduction of Maternal and Neonatal Mortality (2006-2015); the National Policy for Promotion of Women’s Rights; the National Policy on Youth; and the decree of free primary education. In 2005, Benin adopted a law on the prevention, treatment and monitoring of HIV/AIDS and, in 2008, a new gender policy.
Priority areas in the PRSP include: accelerating economic growth through diversification; revitalizing the private sector; developing infrastructure for transport, energy and water; building human capital; promoting good governance and protection of individual freedoms; and ensuring a balanced and sustainable distribution of activities and infrastructures.  

To contend with economic and population growth, the Government has undertaken a special initiative to reduce maternal mortality, reposition family planning and strengthen women’s empowerment and equity. Caesarean sections are now decreed free of charge, and the Government has promised to increase the number of women in government and decision-making positions.
