Albania

Overview

Albania is one of the poorest countries in Europe. One fourth of the country’s population of 3.2 million lives below the national poverty line, and an equal number is estimated to have emigrated for economic reasons. Albania is not on track to meet its MDG targets relating to education. Public policies to maintain and improve access to education, especially to basic education, are critical to Albania’s economic growth.

Though the rates of maternal and under-5 mortality are falling, they are still considered too high. National expertise and capacities to provide services in the area of reproductive health and child health are limited. To address these issues, Albania has developed a series of strategies, such as the National Strategy of the Health Care System, the Policy on Primary Health Care, and the National Strategy for Development and Integration, with a focus on improving the health of mothers and children.

The overall contraceptive use rate is high in Albania, at 60 per cent, yet use of modern methods is low. Withdrawal is the most widely used family planning method in Albania, but this method’s high failure rate has contributed to a high abortion rate. By 2010, the Government will assume responsibility for procuring all contraceptives for the public sector, as per the National Strategy on Contraceptive Security.

Albania approved the National Strategy on Gender Equality and Domestic Violence in December 2007. Eradication of violence against women and increasing women’s roles in decision-making are considered national priorities for the advancement of gender equality and women’s human rights.

Based on reported cases of HIV/AIDS, Albania is considered a low prevalence country. Since 2004, the Ministry of Health has provided free antiretroviral treatment for people living with HIV. A draft law, “On Prevention and Control of HIV/AIDS”, is expected to be approved by the Council of Ministers and the Parliament.
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