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Respected Mr. Chair,

Respected ministers and parliamentarians,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Availing myself of this opportunity, I would like to thank UNFPA and Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development for inviting me to this important conference.

China is the most populous developing country in the world.  The Chinese government is fully aware of its population issue as a chronicle primary constraint on all-round, coordinated and sustainable development and a critical factor impacting on socioeconomic development. Since 1994, the Chinese government has made proactive efforts to explore organic integration of the spirit of ICPD Program of Action with the Chinese population and family planning practice, resolutely implemented reform, opening up and the fundamental national policy of family planning, effectively transformed working mentality and approaches of population and family planning programs, and vigorously promoted coordinated and sustainable development of population, economy, society, resources and environment. Our achievements have attracted world attention. Some of the more impressive examples include sustaining rapid development of the national economy, effectively slowing down excessive population growth, stabilizing total fertility rate at 1.8, transforming the pattern of population reproduction, mitigating population pressure on resources and the environment, promoting socioeconomic development, enhancing overall national strength and improving people’s livelihood. All these have also actively contributed to population and development programs worldwide. In accordance with the philosophy of human orientation, the concept of scientific development, and the principle of comprehensive decision making on population and development, the Chinese government takes quantity, quality, structure and distribution of population into overall consideration, grasps the momentum of population development, understands the interaction between population and economy, society, resources and the environment, effectively reinforces strategic research on population and development, and puts forward strategic concepts such as “development for the people, development by the people, and sharing of development fruits among all people” and “priority investment in people’s comprehensive development”.  Under such a context, China has promulgated the 11th Five-year Plan for National Economic and Social Development, the 11th Five-year Plan and 2020 Program for Population and Development, and the Decision on Enhancing Population and Family Planning and Addressing Population Issues in an Overall Manner. 

The Chinese government has enthusiastically introduced reproductive health into its population and family planning programs, vigorously implemented RH/FP promotion plans with focuses placed on informed choice of contraceptives and intervention into reproductive track infections, and emphasized capacity building of human resources to upgrade the quality and capacity of RH/FP quality of care and safeguard legitimate rights and interests of the public in general. Leveraging the extensive coverage of its health and FP service network, our government promotes integration of RH/FP with HIV/AIDS prevention and control.  Adequate role of NGOs such as the China Family Planning Association helps realize universal access to adolescent sexual and reproductive health education and reduce maternal mortality ratio and infant mortality rate to 48.3/100,000 and 21.5‰ respectively.  

In China, the government vigorously facilitates the combination of population and family planning with the promotion of gender equality and poverty eradication. Initiatives such as Care for Girls and Assisting Poor Mothers all aim at social and economic empowerment of women and capacity building of women for better survival and development. What we advocate is integration of family planning with development of rural economy, with helping farmers living a better-off life and with development of cultured and happy families.  Over the recent years, the Chinese government has implemented the “Fewer Children, Earlier Arrival of a Better-off Life” Project in poor western areas to help families practicing family planning shake off poverty. The mechanism that provides social support to some rural families practicing family planning nationwide subsidizes elderly family-planning rural couples at no less than RMB600 per person per year. At the moment, we are preparing for the establishment of a system whereby assistance will be rendered to poverty-stricken families that practice planned parenthood, the purpose of which is to contribute to development of a harmonious socialist society through gradual improvement of the interest-oriented policy system that features government dominance and social supplement. China achieved the UN MDG of halving the extremely poor population in 2003, ahead of the UN deadline.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In China, people’s congresses at all levels have played an important role in implementation of Chinese population and family planning programs.  As the power organ in China, people’s congresses at all levels, consisting of delegates elected from all communities through democratic election, exercise legislative power and decide upon material political issues at corresponding levels. For years, the National People’s Congress (NPC) and local people’s congresses at all levels have carried out surveys, collected information about public feelings and reflected concerns of the public in a concentrated manner.  

For the purpose of improving the legal framework for population and family planning, NPC deliberated and adopted the PRC Law on Population and Family Planning, with provincial, autonomous regional and municipal people’s congresses amending and improving their local regulations on population and family planning accordingly.  Furthermore, in order to monitor law enforcement, relevant human resources are organized to engage in special supervision over government law enforcement, promote implementation of various legal provisions and safeguard legitimate rights and interests of the public in general.

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

China’s population and development programs have attracted universal attention and vigorous support from the international community. Such attention and support have driven forward reform and development of our programs. 

At the same time, as the two-term Chair of the South-South Partner in Population and Development (“PPD”), China has played a proactive role in promoting inter-government cooperation, training of human resources, communication of experiences, sharing of information and technical exchange concerning RH commodities among PPD member countries.  Not long ago, the Beijing Summit of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation and the Commemorative Summit marking the 15th anniversary of China-ASEAN Dialogue Relations were successfully convened in China adopting practical actions and exerting far-reaching impacts. The International Workshop for Senior Officials on Capacity Building for Programs in Population and Development and the 11th Annual Board Meeting of the PPD were held successively and successfully in Beijing, where the Chinese government declared a series of new measures for practical cooperation with developing countries.  I am confident that all these will further promote international communication and cooperation in the areas of population and development.

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

With multi-polarization of the world and further economic globalization, friendship, peace, cooperation and development have become the tide of our era. Heads of states and governments, gathered at the 2005 World Summit, made a solemn commitment to "achieve universal access to reproductive health by 2015, promote gender equality, and eliminate discrimination against women and girls." The commitment reaffirmed the vital role of RH/FP in the realization of MDGs. The Chinese government will, as always, earnestly perform its international commitments, stick to the principles of “equality, mutual benefit, focus on real effect, long-term cooperation and common development”, take the path of peaceful development, further enhance and expand communication and cooperation with all countries and regions in the world in the population and development areas, so that we will endeavor towards the implementation of the ICPD Program of Action, the realization of the MDGs, and the construction of a harmonious world of lasting peace and common prosperity!  

Thank You!
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