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With Your Royal Highness’ Gracious Permission,

I am Mr. Meechai Ruchupan, President of the National Legislative Assembly of Thailand. On behalf of the National Legislative Assembly of Thailand and distinguished parliamentarians and participants who have come to this audience, I feel greatly honoured and have our deepest appreciation to Your Royal Highness for graciously presiding over the 2006 International Parliamentarians’ Conference on the Implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action, at the United Nations Conference Centre, today. 

The 2006 International Parliamentarians’ Conference on the Implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action (IPCI/ICPD) is the third in its series. The first conference was held in 2002 in Ottawa, Canada, and the second one was held in 2004 in Strasbourg, France. The participants who attend this conference consist of the parliamentarians from all regions of the world, representatives from regional and global parliamentarians’ groups, panelists and experts, as well as representatives from the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) and the conference organizers, namely the Thai Parliament, United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), and Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (AFPPD).

This conference is aimed at taking stock of the results of the implementation of the two previous conferences, promoting dialogues, and building a network of parliamentarians from all over the world, with a view to achieve the successful implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action and the Millennium Development Goals in 2015. The parliamentarians from every region will achieve collective commitment to furthering the concrete implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action and will issue collective declaration in order to keep track of the implementation for the next meeting to be held in the next two years.

The parliamentarians from all the countries will play a vital role in promoting the process and efficient collaboration that would lead to sustainable development at both domestic and international levels. This conference is an auspicious opportunity for the exchanges of views and pursuit of common ground in the work on population and development. It would also reinforce the concrete implementation of the plans of action in order to achieve effective sustainability and continuity in development. 

At this auspicious junction, with Your Royal Highness’ gracious permission, I would humbly like to invite Your Royal Highness to deliver the royal speech declaring the 2006 International Parliamentarians’ Conference on the Implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action open for good luck and for every success in all objectives of the conference.

May it please Your Royal Highness.       

