Mr. Fukuda’s message/opening statement to IPCI, Bangkok, 2006
Your Royal Highness,

Honorable President of Royal Thai Parliament 
Executive Director of UNFPA,

Executive Secretary of ESCAP,

Honorable Ministers, Members of Parliament and the Senate,

Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is indeed an honour for me, as the Chairperson of the Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (AFPPD), to be here to welcome you all to this important International Conference of Parliamentarians convened to review the Implementation of the Programme of Action on Population and Development adopted at Cairo in 1994.

First of all, Your Royal Highness, on behalf AFPPD, I would like to express how deeply honored we feel by your gracious presence at this opening session of the conference of parliamentarians from around the world. We are indeed very grateful for your commitment to population issues, which is evident from the remarkable progress Thailand has made in addressing them. 

On behalf of AFPPD I would like to express our gratitude to the President of the Thai parliament for agreeing to host this important Conference in Thailand and for being with us today.

I am grateful to the Executive Director of UNFPA and to the Executive Secretary of ESCAP for their enthusiastic support to the parliamentarians’ movement and for her dedication and commitment to meeting the ICPD goals and MDGs. 

It was 25 years ago that UNFPA and the Japanese Parliamentarians’ Federation on Population (JPFP), in cooperation with other Asian parliamentary leaders, founded AFPPD. Coping with population issues was seen, at the time, as indispensable for achieving sustainable development. Recognition of the important role that we, the members of the legislature, can play was the foundation for the creation of AFPPD and the beginning of parliamentarians’ movement. 

AFPPD’s membership of national committees have increased from 5 to 25 during this period and in many more countries parliamentarians remain actively engaged in addressing population and development issues. Participation of more then 200 members of parliament representing…. countries at this conference is evidence our collective commitment to work together in furthering the goals of ICPD and the MDGs.

We can be justifiably proud of our achievements, for over quarter century we have invested earnest and positive efforts towards achieving sustainable development through resolving population issues. 

However, there are numerous challenges. Poverty still remains high in many countries. Large sections of our people are deprived of basic services. It is our duty, as representatives of our constituents, to understand their needs and act upon them.  
International and regional conferences of the 1990’s, in particular the ICPD, and the Millennium Declaration have given us sign-posts towards progress. 

It is my hope that this Conference will further consolidate our joint efforts in meeting the challenges and improving the quality of life of our peoples without endangering the lives of future generations.

Your Royal Highness, Honourable President and esteemed participants I thank you very much for your kind attention. 

