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UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board

Second regular session 2009

New York, 8-11 September 2009

DAILY BRIEF

Friday, 11 September 2009 

Agenda item 6. United Nations Office for Project Services
1.
The Executive Director provided introductory remarks on the United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) strategic plan 2010-2013 and the annual statistical report. Delegations thanked UNOPS for its contributions to development and welcomed the plan, encouraging UNOPS to continue to provide adaptable, flexible approaches to help the United Nations system. One delegation asked the organization to continue diversifying its client base and identify areas of optimization that complement the mandates of other United Nations organizations, but also to avoid ‘mandate creep.’ Another delegation recognized the increased demand for UNOPS services, but expressed concern about its suggestions to move towards sustainable or ‘green’ procurement, both of which have no official General Assembly guidelines and therefore, should not be independently pursued.

2.
One delegation encouraged UNOPS to ensure it adheres to the full cost recovery principle, requesting periodic revisions to its cost recovery and pricing policy, and keeping the Board informed on the issue. That delegation asked UNOPS to fully implement its the internal control and risk framework and strengthen its oversight capacity. Many delegations expressed support for the granting of authority to the UNOPS Executive Director to appoint country-level representatives for better communications with the Governments of host countries. Two delegations were concerned with the drop in procurement from developing countries and asked for this situation to be remedied. One delegation commented on the UNOPS website, asking for more detailed project information to be posted, in particular that which shows contributions of the organization to national capacity building, as well as supplemental information on projected business volume, major clients and high-revenue activities and practices. Another delegation asked for the reasons why UNOPS cannot report on data about the country of origin of goods or on actual expenditures. One other delegation asked for a UNOPS presence in his country and requested the Executive Director to provide information on encumbrances, if any, toward that end.

Joint segment
Agenda item 8. Follow-up to UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board meeting

3.
The Assistant Administrator and Director, Bureau for Development Policy and the Deputy Executive Director (Programme), made a joint presentation on implementing the recommendations of the UNAIDS programme coordinating board (PCB). 

4.
Delegations welcomed the report and asked all UNAIDS partners to ensure contributions to prevention, care and treatment of HIV/AIDS, and to uphold the rights of those living with HIV/AIDS, particularly the right to live without stigmatization, discrimination, and equal access to services. Five delegations noted the progress made by UNDP, the World Bank, and UNAIDS to build capacity of United Nations staff members on gender, human rights, and HIV/AIDS. Those delegations asked for a renewed emphasis on effective prevention strategies and to ensure national HIV/AIDS strategies were aligned with the drivers of the epidemic on the ground. In view of the role of UNFPA as lead agency on sex work, the five delegations looked forward to working together on gender and HIV/AIDS issues. The delegations underscored that gender equality and human rights, including sexual and reproductive health rights must be at the core of an effective response to HIV/AIDS. In addition to stressing the need to focus on women and girls, delegations pointed out that gender equality efforts and programmes should involve boys and men.

5. One delegation requested that a clearer connection between decisions made by the UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board and actions taken. That delegation also requested more information on whether any obstacles or bottlenecks may have exacerbated the implementation of the PCB decisions.  The delegation welcomed the attention given to HIV/AIDS in humanitarian situations and asked how the Inter-Agency Standing Committee programming on HIV was working at the field level. Referring to the priority accorded by UNFPA to enhancing access to reproductive health commodities, the delegation asked for further information on progress and cooperation with partners regarding access to female condoms. The delegation inquired if there were plans to use the Global Implementation Support Team to enhance that work, given that UNFPA was chairing the team.

6.
In addition to requesting stronger analysis in the report, two other delegations noted the lack of reference to the UNAIDS Action Framework: Universal access for men who have sex with men and transgender people and asked the secretariat to report on it; and to increase advocacy in the area of prevention of transmission and better linkage of HIV prevention and sexual and reproductive health and rights. Those two delegations also requested how budget resources would be allocated and its implications, whether UNDP efforts to strengthen national implementation capacity involve civil society and promoting cooperation between state and non-state actors. They asked whether UNDP, UNFPA and the other UNAIDS co-sponsors would provide a joint management reaction, similar to 2003, to the second independent evaluation of UNAIDS.

Agenda item 9. Internal audit and oversight

7.
As requested by the Executive Board in its decision 2008/37, UNDP, UNFPA and UNOPS presented oral reports on the implementation of the decision 2008/37 on internal audit and oversight.

8.
The Director, UNDP Office of Audit and Investigation, presented an oral report that focused primarily on requests for access to UNDP country office audit reports.

9.
In his oral report, the Director, Division for Oversight Services (DOS), UNFPA, focused on two topics, namely, implementation of decision 2008/37; and disclosure of internal audit reports. He highlighted the actions taken by UNFPA pertaining to the UNFPA oversight policy, including posting the oversight policy in the UNFPA Policies and Procedures Manual; risk assessment and management; responsibility and accountability for results; single audit principle; financial disclosure; transparency; and oversight roles and responsibilities. The Director informed the Executive Board that DOS had incorporated the process of disclosure in its procedures manual and developed a detailed process chart to reflect decisions 2008/37 and 2009/15. He stated that as of 7 September 2009, UNFPA had received no request for disclosure and thus no internal audit report had been disclosed.

10.
The Deputy Executive Director, UNOPS, informed the Board that there were no requests for audit reports from delegations. He took a few moments to provide an update of other matters, including ongoing efforts to strengthen internal audit and investigation capacities.

11.
There were no comments or queries from the delegations on agenda item 9.

UNFPA briefing on the 2010 round of international population and housing census 

12.
The UNFPA Deputy Executive Director (Programme) made an introductory statement on the 2010 round of censuses, underscoring that censuses were an integral part of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) and UNFPA remained committed to assisting programme countries to generate data for development. While observing that over the next two years about 100 countries would be conducting their censuses, she noted that UNFPA had been working in coordination with the United Nations Statistical Division, the World Bank, the European Union, regional development banks, bilateral development agencies and others. She noted that UNFPA had established the special initiative on census in 2008 and appointed an Executive Coordinator to assist countries in accessing existing technical resources and to facilitate partnerships among countries and regions.

13.
Three country-specific presentations were made. The Minister of International and Regional Cooperation, Democratic Republic of the Congo, focused on his country’s population and housing census and emphasized that the census was an invaluable instrument for national reconstruction. He elaborated on the census preparation process, the costs and the resource mobilization efforts and stressed that there was a funding gap that needed to be met. He appreciated the support provided by UNFPA and UNDP. The Director, Central Statistics Office, Botswana, elaborated on the rationale and budget for the Botswana 2011 population and housing census. In noting that Botswana was classified as a middle-income country, she emphasized that most donors had scaled down their support and the country’s strong economic base was being eroded by several factors, including the global economic and financial crisis, HIV/AIDS and poverty. While appreciating the support provided by UNFPA, she appealed for the release of special funds to support the census. The UNFPA Chief Technical Adviser for the census in Iraq, focused on key aspects, including census plans, designing and testing of tools, implementation timetable, challenges, international support and the role of UNFPA. He underscored that the Iraq census was a potential peacemaking tool and a vital development step.

Agenda item 12. Other matters

14.
UNDP: The Executive Board adopted decisions on: the annual work plan, 2010, and the report of the annual session (2009/28); the annual review of the financial situation, 2008 (2009/20), the United Nations system technical cooperation expenditures, 2008 (2009/21), and the methodology and approach to the UNDP biennial support budget, 2010-2011 (2009/22); the evaluation of the cooperation agreement between the United Nations Industrial Development Organization and UNDP (2009/23); UNDP country programmes and related matters, and Assistance to Myanmar (2009/24); and the United Nations Office for Project Services strategic plan, 2010-2013 (2009/25).

15.
UNFPA: The Executive Board adopted decision 2009/26 on the estimates for the UNFPA biennial support budget, 2010-2011; and decision 2009/27 on the revision of the financial regulations and rules of UNFPA. In addition, the Board approved the following 11 country programmes on a no-objection basis, without presentation or discussion, in accordance with decision 2006/36: Botswana and Burundi from the Africa region; Lebanon from the Arab States; Afghanistan from the Asia and the Pacific region; Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan from Eastern Europe and Central Asia; and Ecuador from the Latin America. The Board also took note of the draft country programme documents for Uganda and Guatemala and the comments thereon, which will be conveyed to the two countries.

16.
The President of the Executive Board thanked delegations and the Executive Board secretariat in a brief statement. He gave examples of important decisions achieved in 2009 and spoke of the sometimes difficult negotiations required to secure consensus. He highlighted the significance of the ambassadorial-level luncheon event, organized by the Bureau and secretariat, which was the first of its kind and a great opportunity to have UNDP, UNFPA, and UNICEF heads interact with ambassadors and permanent representatives. Before closing the session, he also recognized the interpreters and United Nations conference services for their efforts in ensuring the second regular session of the Executive Board 2009 was a success.
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