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First regular session 2009
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 DAILY BRIEF

UNFPA segment

Tuesday, 20 January 2009

Opening remarks by the President of the Executive Board

1.
The UNFPA segment began with the opening remarks of the President of the UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board.  He underscored the vital role that UNFPA played in the international development architecture.  Noting that the year 2009 marked the 40th anniversary of UNFPA and the 15th anniversary of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), the President stated that over the last 40 years UNFPA had played a leading role in the United Nations system in promoting population and development issues.  He highlighted the vital work of UNFPA in assisting countries in the areas of population dynamics; reproductive health, including family planning; and gender equality.  He observed that UNFPA was the world’s largest multilateral source of population assistance to developing countries.  

Statement by the Executive Director, UNFPA

2.
The Executive Director began her statement (available on the UNFPA website at http://www.unfpa.org/exbrd/2009/2009_first.htm) by congratulating the President and the other members of the Bureau on their election.  She also thanked the outgoing President and Vice-Presidents for their excellent leadership.  She paid tribute to the UNDP Administrator who had announced that he would not seek a second term. She welcomed the inauguration of the President of the United States and hoped to work closely with the United States in achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and more specifically the target of universal access to reproductive health by 2015.  The Executive Director underscored that the United Nations remained an institution of “hope” while confronted by huge challenges.  Noting that “just as crises are connected, people are too”, she stressed the need to maximize the power of connections and to reach across cultures, promote universal values and find solutions to the many crises facing the world.  She stated: “We must insist that those who need us most are the centre of our efforts”.  She emphasized the centrality of ICPD goals to achieving the MDGs.

3.
The Executive Director elaborated on the importance of building networks at national, regional and global levels to enhance the flows of information, knowledge and experience, including through South-South cooperation and North-South relations.  She highlighted the Fund’s Campaign to End Fistula and noted that UNFPA was intensifying action with partners to achieve MDG 5 to improve maternal health, including a highly targeted effort in 60 high-maternal mortality countries.  She thanked all the countries that had contributed to the UNFPA Maternal Health Trust Fund.  She emphasized the importance of reproductive health commodity security.  She highlighted UNFPA partnerships with WHO, the World Bank, UNICEF, UNHCR and various non-governmental and civil society organizations, including faith-based organizations.  She noted that UNFPA was reaching out to young people through building and/or using existing networks., including the Global Youth Advisory Panel and the Coalition for Adolescent Girls.  The Executive Director elaborated on the Fund’s culturally sensitive approach to human rights, including the rights to sexual and reproductive health and development in general.  She noted that UNFPA was working with many networks to prevent violence against women.

4.
Noting UNFPA’s commitment to United Nations reform, including simplification and harmonization, and Delivering as One, the Executive Director stated that UNFPA was becoming more field-focused and results-oriented through its regionalization.  She updated the Executive Board on the establishment of the regional offices and thanked the governments that had provided generous support for regionalization.  The Executive Director underscored that UNFPA was focused on enhancing accountability, oversight, monitoring and evaluation.  Furthermore, concrete steps were being taken to strengthen staff safety and security.  The Executive Director updated the Executive Board on the Fund’s financial situation: in 2008, provisional core contributions totalled $430 million, an increase of more than $10 million over the previous year. However, it was $50 million less than expected, due to unfavourable exchange rates coinciding with late payments from some major donors. The non-core contributions income was approximately $300 million, an increase of $50 million from 2007.  She did not foresee any decrease in 2009: several donors had already pledged increases.  She thanked UNFPA’s top donors and also those countries that had made multi-year pledges.  She thanked all countries for their contributions and for the trust and confidence placed in UNFPA. 

5.
Delegations applauded the Executive Director and praised her thoughtful, inspiring and insightful statement.  They expressed strong support and appreciation for her leadership and for the work of UNFPA.  They appreciated her commitment to the issues of culture and religion in the context of development cooperation and the partnerships built with faith-based organizations.  Delegations congratulated her on the two-year extension of her tenure.  They also thanked her for her leadership as chair of the High-Level Committee on Management, including with regard to the business practice reform initiative.  Delegations emphasized that the ICPD agenda was crucial for achieving the MDGs and winning the fight against poverty.  They expressed concern that progress on MDG 5 was lagging and that the current global financial crisis would further compromise the attainment of the MDGs.  Concern was also expressed regarding the decline in funding for family planning.  Delegations noted that the global financial crisis had underscored the need to make aid more effective and get more value for money. 

6.
Delegations noted the Fund’s contribution to HIV prevention. They underscored the importance of linking sexual and reproductive health initiatives with HIV prevention efforts.  They commended UNFPA’s collaboration with WHO, UNICEF and other development partners.  While emphasizing that UNFPA had a central role to play on gender issues, delegations encouraged a better division of labour amongst agencies at the country level and a focus on comparative advantages.  They also urged agencies working on gender to produce gender-disaggregated data to track the impact of programmes on women and girls.    

7.
Delegations commended UNFPA commitment and efforts regarding harmonization, Delivering as One and other aspects of United Nations reform.  It was stressed that UNFPA had a central role to play in promoting the culturally sensitive approach in the context of Delivering as One.  They commended UNFPA’s commitment to supporting national leadership and national ownership.  Delegations stressed the importance of broadening policy dialogue on development at the country level and underscored the importance of the Accra Agenda for Action.  Regarding regionalization, they hoped that it would strengthen the Fund’s delivery of technical and programmatic assistance, including with regard to the integration of sexual and reproductive health and rights into efforts to strengthen national health systems. 

8.
Sweden announced that it would  substantially increase its core contribution to UNFPA in 2009 and also provide a contribution to support the work of UNFPA regarding MDG 5.  The United Kingdom stated that it would provide UNFPA with up to $132.5 million (89.5 mllion pounds) in core funding between 2008 and 2011.  The Netherlands noted that it had committed 58 million euros per year for the duration of the UNFPA strategic plan.  The Netherlands added that it had also increased its annual contribution to the UNFPA Global Programme on Reproductive Health Commodity Security and would provide 30 million euros per year until 2011.  Donors making multi-year pledges urged others to do the same. Denmark and the United Kingdom announced a new joint institutional strategy with UNFPA.  

Country programmes and related matters

9.
The Executive Board approved seven UNFPA-supported country programmes on a no-objection basis, without presentation or discussion, as per decision 2006/36.  The programmes are as follows: from Africa –Angola, Côte d’Ivoire, Kenya and Mauritania; from Asia and the Pacific – Timor-Leste; and from Latin America and the Caribbean –Haiti and Venezuela.  Following the approval of the country programmes, the delegations of Mauritania and Kenya took the floor to thank the Executive Board for approving the programmes and to express appreciation for UNFPA’s support and close cooperation and collaboration with national authorities and other development partners.  

Oral briefing on the development of the UNFPA evaluation policy

10.
In response to decision 2008/12, the Director, Programme Division, UNFPA, provided an oral briefing on the development of the UNFPA evaluation policy.  A background note was distributed desk-to-desk and is also available on the UNFPA Executive Board website at http://www.unfpa.org/exbrd/2009/2009_first.html.  The Director, Programme Division, noted that the evaluation policy being designed aimed at fostering both programme effectiveness and accountability and responded to General Assembly resolution 62/208.  He delineated the guiding principles and the key features of the evaluation policy being developed.  He welcomed the comments of the Executive Board. 

11.
Several delegations stated that they attached high importance to the evaluation function and its independence, including with regard to its budget and work programme.  In that regard, they wondered about the independence of the evaluation function vis a vis the proposed oversight to be exercised by the UNFPA Executive Committee.  Delegations also emphasized the importance of conducting joint evaluations, including with the participation of national counterparts; and  contributing to national capacity development for evaluation.  They encouraged UNFPA to harmonize with sister agencies, including UNICEF and UNDP, and to benefit from their recent experience in producing an evaluation policy.   Delegations stated that they looked forward to additional informal meetings to discuss the evaluation policy prior to its submission to the Annual session 2009. 

Informal consultations on draft decisions

12.
The Executive Board held informal consultations on draft decisions for UNDP and UNOPS and joint draft decisions pertaining to UNDP, UNFPA and UNOPS.  It was noted that there would be a decision expressing appreciation for the UNDP Administrator who was departing from UNDP on 1 March.  The President encouraged all Board members to continue their work and consultations on the draft decisions so as to ensure that all decisions would be adopted by Thursday, 22 January, the final day of the Board’s First regular session 2009.
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