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UNFPA – Country programmes and related matters
UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND

Extensions of country programmes in the Africa Region

Note by the Executive Director

Summary


The present note contains information on the two-year extension of the UNFPA country programme for Mozambique.


In accordance with established procedures, the Executive Director approves the first one-year extension of a country programme, while requests for extensions for a second year or requests for two-year extensions are submitted to the Executive Board for approval.


The Executive Board may wish to approve the two-year extension of the country programme for Mozambique, as indicated in the attached table.

Extensions of UNFPA country programmes for which the approval of the Executive Board is sought

	Country
	Original

programme period
	Years proposed for extension 
	Explanation

	
	
	
	United Nations 

harmonization
	In-country political development
	Implementation and/or other issues

	Mozambique
	2007-2009
	2010-2011
	The United Nations system in Mozambique, following the extension of the second poverty reduction strategy, and in consultation with the Government, has agreed to extend the 2007-2009 United Nations Development Assistance Framework by two years, through 2011.  This will enable the United Nations Development Assistance Framework to be fully aligned with the next five-year plan of the Government, which is expected to be approved by early 2010.  The country programmes of the Executive Committee agencies of the United Nations Development Group are also being extended for two years, through 2011.
	National elections are scheduled to take place at the end of 2009.  Soon after the elections, the Government is expected to develop a five-year plan covering the period 2010-2014. The Government has extended the current 2006-2009 poverty reduction strategy until 2010, to ensure consistency in the development approach as well as to ensure the commitment of the donor community during the development of the next five-year plan. 
	The two-year country programme extension will focus on increasing national capacity to implement major national plans that the Government has recently approved: (a) the plan on violence against women (Millennium Development Goal 3, on promoting gender equality and empowering women); (b) the reproductive health plan; (c) the integrated plan to achieve Millennium Development Goals 4 and 5 (on reducing child mortality and improving maternal health); and  (d) the strategy for HIV and AIDS prevention (Millennium Development Goal 6, on combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases). Strategies will address the quality of reproductive health services and target adolescents and young people. The programme will build on the established multisectoral approach at national and provincial levels. The population and development component will support the analysis and dissemination of 2007 census data and decentralization efforts to focus efforts on poverty reduction strategies (Millennium Development Goal 1, on eradicating extreme poverty and hunger). The programme will continue to build national capacity to address emergency situations. UNFPA programme planning, monitoring, evaluation and audit activities will continue to be conducted jointly with other United Nations organizations and the Government. This will ensure system-wide coherence, thus increasing the impact on the national strategy for poverty reduction.
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