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DAILY BRIEF

Tuesday, 2 June 2009 

 UNDP/UNFPA segment
Agenda item 11: Reports on field visits
1.
The President called upon the rapporteur of the joint field visit to Cambodia and the rapporteur of the field visit to Nepal to introduce their respective reports.

2.
Regarding the joint field visit to Cambodia, one delegation confirmed the usefulness of the visit, noted the accommodating nature of the United Nations country team and thanked the organizers and participants for an engaging visit. The delegation asked whether the report, despite being a conference room paper, would be transmitted to the United Nations country team as it contained useful information.

3.
Regarding the field visit to Nepal, the delegation of Nepal was pleased with the outcome of the visit and thanked UNDP and UNFPA for their support to the national development of the country. The delegation expressed concern about the report focusing too heavily on political issues, specifically the peace process, while lacking attention on developmental and operational activities of the organizations and coverage of the three-year national development plan. It asked the Executive Board not to lose sight of the United Nations mission already in place with a Security Council mandate to assist in the peace process. Two delegations confirmed that some paragraphs in the report went beyond the mandate of UNDP and UNFPA and asked the organizations to focus on their priorities. The delegation of Nepal and the other two delegations indicated the amendments to the report that were required. Another delegation asked about the origin of the recommendation for UNDP and UNFPA to work with the Ministry of Health to deliver health services, particularly in the area of reproductive health.

4. 
The Executive Board took note of DP-FPA/2009/CRP.1, report on the joint field visit to Cambodia; and DP/2009/CRP.2-DP/FPA/2009/CRP.1, Report on the field visit to Nepal.
UNFPA segment

Briefing on UNFPA issues
5.
UNFPA briefed the Executive Board on (a) Reproductive health commodity security and the female condom; and (b) UNFPA-UNICEF joint programme on female genital mutilation.

6.
Delegations appreciated the briefings and welcomed the opportunity to discuss substantive issues and UNFPA operations on the ground. Delegations were pleased to learn about the UNFPA-UNICEF joint programme on female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) and the cooperation between the two agencies. One delegation, noting its commitment to addressing the issue of FGM/C, inquired about the joint programme’s priorities and workplan for 2009. Another delegation asked about FGM/C in immigrant communities. 
7.
Delegations were interested in learning about the global programme for reproductive health commodity security (RHCS) and the female condom initiative. One delegation asked why the Latin America region was behind in female condom programming. Another delegation asked about the demand for contraceptive commodities in comparison to other reproductive health commodities. One delegation, noting that it was a major donor to the RHCS programme, stated that the programme had certain advantages over other thematic funds and could be used as a model. The delegation also asked for information about procurement at the country level. The delegation commended UNFPA for the donor meeting held in Burkina Faso that had enabled participants to obtain a close look at RHCS work on the ground. 
___________
PAGE  
2

