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Item 14: Country programmes and related matters

1.
The Executive Board had before it 11 draft country programme documents and 7 programme extensions.  Introductory statements were made by the UNFPA Deputy Executive Director (Programme) and the directors of the Fund’s regional offices for Africa; Arab States; Asia and the Pacific; Eastern Europe and Central Asia; and Latin America and the Caribbean.  Delegations appreciated that the draft country programmes reflected and responded to national priorities and development needs. They thanked UNFPA for the support and close collaboration. They welcomed the focus on building national capacity and improving sexual and reproductive health (SRH) services. They emphasized the need to strengthen donor coordination. Some delegations noted that the draft country programmes should have more extensive analysis and reflect how lessons learned were fed into the new programmes.
Africa
2.
The delegation of Botswana appreciated the cooperation between its Government and UNFPA and noted the importance of the partnership in translating national policies and programmes designed to increase the empowerment and participation of youth and women at all levels of society, including increasing awareness of new and existing legal protections. The delegation highlighted government efforts to mitigate the effects of HIV/AIDS. One delegation commended UNFPA efforts to support the 2011 national census. The delegation welcomed the fact that UNFPA-supported logistics management activities in Botswana would complement those of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), and encouraged collaboration in the areas of condom supply and distribution; and youth activities. Another delegation was pleased to note the development of the national strategy for male involvement and the adolescent SRH implementation strategy. The delegation emphasized the need to integrate HIV and AIDS into SRH programmes.  
3.
Concerning the Burundi draft country programme, one delegation commended UNFPA efforts to reach people in rural areas and increase access to and the use of reproductive health services. The delegation stressed the importance of refresher training and reform of paramedical training. UNFPA was encouraged to support local non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society groups. Another delegation noted that the programme document would have benefited from an analysis of the country’s transformation process from recovery to development. Both delegations underscored the need for improved coordination among development partners. The delegation of Mozambique supported the two-year extension of its country programme.
4.
 The Executive Board approved the two-year programme extension for Mozambique.  The Board also took note of the draft country programmes for Botswana and Burundi.  The comments will be conveyed to the countries to take into account in finalizing the programmes.

Arab States

5.
The delegation of the Occupied Palestinian Territory thanked UNFPA for the assistance provided. Noting that the humanitarian situation remained dire, the delegation stated that UNFPA assistance was essential to ameliorate the hardships faced by the people and to enable their well-being. The delegation of Lebanon appreciated that the Lebanon draft country programme responded to national priorities and thanked UNFPA for its support and close collaboration. One delegation commended UNFPA for including emergency reproductive health services in the draft programme for Lebanon and was pleased to note that gender-based violence would be addressed. The Executive Board took note of the one-year programme extension for the Occupied Palestinian Territory.  The Board also took note of the draft country programme for Lebanon and the comments thereon.  The comments will be conveyed to the country to take into account in finalizing the programme.

Asia and the Pacific

6.
The delegation of Afghanistan commended UNFPA for its strong partnership with the Government in the areas of health, gender, and population and development and appreciated the Fund’s support. The delegation underscored that the draft programme for its country was in line with national priorities. The delegation expressed appreciation for the adoption of a human rights-based, gender-sensitive and culturally sensitive approach in formulating the programme. It encouraged UNFPA to continue activities to reduce maternal and infant mortality. The importance of the population and housing census was underscored, including for providing reliable data. Another delegation commended UNFPA for its efforts in addressing maternal mortality and suggested that reproductive health commodity security should be a priority. The delegation of the Philippines thanked the Executive Board for approving the extension of its country programme. The delegations of the Islamic Republic of Iran and of the Democratic Republic of Korea also expressed appreciation for the extensions of their respective country programmes.
7.
The Executive Board approved the two-year programme extension for the Philippines and took note of the one-year programme extensions for the Democratic Republic of Korea and the Islamic Republic of Iran.  The Board also took note of the draft country programme for Afghanistan and the comments thereon.  The comments will be conveyed to the country to take into account in finalizing the programme.

Eastern Europe and Central Asia 

8.
The delegation of Kazakhstan stated that it valued UNFPA assistance to its country in ensuring universal access to high-quality reproductive health and HIV-prevention services, including family planning, sexual health education and partnerships with local communities. The delegation praised UNFPA for supporting the Government in mainstreaming population and development strategies, reproductive health and gender equality into the frameworks of the national Human Development for All agenda. The delegation also appreciated the institutional and technical capacity-building efforts of UNFPA. The delegation stated that the draft country programme responded to national priorities and aimed at reaching vulnerable population groups in need of reproductive health care. The delegation welcomed the recent launching of the UNFPA subregional office in Almaty, Kazakhstan. The delegation of Turkmenistan welcomed the draft country programme. It noted its support for the Fund’s reorganization and requested strengthening of the country office staffing. The delegation of Tajikistan welcomed UNFPA support for the census and hoped that the draft country programme would make a contribution to addressing the issues facing the country. 
9.
The delegation of Uzbekistan stated that the draft country programme had been formulated in close cooperation with the Government and UNFPA expertise was appreciated. The delegation of Armenia thanked UNFPA for its contributions to sustainable development in its country. Noting that the draft country programme was well targeted and corresponded to the Government’s national and rural development strategies, the delegation stated that the programme had been formulated in close cooperation with all national stakeholders. The delegation was pleased that adolescent SRH was included in all components of the programme. The delegation of Bosnia and Herzegovina welcomed the draft country programme and emphasized that it had been developed in close cooperation with the Government. 
10.
Concerning the draft country programmes under discussion, several delegations appreciated the focus on sexual and reproductive health and rights and on addressing the needs of women and young people. They welcomed the focus on building national capacity. They encouraged UNFPA to increase the involvement of local NGOs and civil society in programme implementation. One delegation stated that UNFPA should continue its support to countries in South-East Europe until countries in the region were integrated in the European Union. The delegation underscored that although the Fund’s resources were modest the work of UNFPA was very important and demonstrated that significant and far-reaching results could be achieved even with small funds. Some delegations provided more extensive comments on specific draft country programmes which will be conveyed to the concerned countries.
11.
The Executive Board approved the two-year programme extension for Kyrgyzstan and took note of the one-year programme extension for Azerbaijan.  The Board also took note of the draft country programmes for Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan and the comments thereon.  The comments will be conveyed to the respective countries to take into account in finalizing the programmes.

Latin America and the Caribbean

12.
The delegation of Ecuador conveyed its appreciation to UNFPA for the draft country programme, which responded to national priorities. The delegation welcomed the timely and necessary support provided by UNFPA in several key areas, including addressing maternal mortality, gender-based violence, and the reproductive health needs of women, young people and vulnerable groups. The delegation appreciated UNFPA support for the census to be undertaken in 2010. The delegation encouraged UNFPA to strengthen its work in the area of migration and to mobilize increased resources. Other delegations appreciated the inclusion of the Millennium Development Goals in the programme and applauded UNFPA for its support to the Government for reducing maternal mortality and unintended pregnancies, including through focusing on poor and indigenous women living in rural areas. The Executive Board took note of the draft country programme for Ecuador and the comments thereon.  The comments will be conveyed to the country to take into account in finalizing the programme.

Joint segment

13.
As requested by the Executive Board, UNDP, UNFPA and UNOPS provided a joint briefing on the implementation of the International Public Sector Accounting Standards (IPSAS).
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