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UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board

Second regular session 2008

New York, 8 to 12 September 2008

DAILY BRIEF

Monday, 8 September 2008

Opening of the session and Item 1: Organizational matters

1.
The UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board Second regular session 2008 commenced with the Secretary of the Executive Board and the Chief, Executive Board and External Relations Branch, UNFPA, introducing the UNDP segment, the UNFPA segment and the joint UNDP/UNFPA segment.  The Board adopted the agenda and the work plan for the session.  In opening the UNFPA segment, the President highlighted the importance of the work of UNFPA, particularly in promoting the reproductive health and well-being of women, men and young people around the world.  He underscored the need for increased resources to enable UNFPA to carry out its mandate and assist people around the globe.  

UNFPA segment

Statement of the Executive Director 

and Item 7: Financial, budgetary and administrative matters

2.
The Executive Director began her statement by underscoring that true breakthroughs required more than strategic plans; they depended on inspired collaboration and UNFPA would not have progressed in becoming a more field-focused and results-oriented organization without the strong  support and guidance of the Executive Board.  She updated the Board on developments, including the status of the Fund’s reorganization.  She highlighted the centrality of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) as the international community prepared for the upcoming high-level meeting on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  She stressed the need for policies that were just and equitable and placed people at the centre.  She underscored that MDG 5 to improve maternal health would not be achieved unless women had universal access to reproductive health, especially with regard to family planning, skilled attendance at birth and emergency obstetric care.
3.
In elaborating on the 17th International AIDS Conference held in Mexico, the Executive Director emphasized the need to intensify HIV prevention as had been done in the case of treatment, as well as strengthen the fight against stigma and discrimination.  She stressed the importance of linking interventions for HIV and sexual and reproductive health.  She highlighted the Fund’s ongoing work in the areas of reproductive health commodity security; the Campaign to End Fistula; South-South cooperation, and the culture-sensitive approach to programming.  She noted that in 2008 the UNFPA flagship publication State of World Population would focus on culture and development (the report would be launched on 12 November). She introduced Nobuko Horibe, the new Director of the Asia and the Pacific Regional Office, noting that Ms. Horibe had served at UNFPA since 1987.

4. The Executive Director reported that as requested by the Executive Board baseline data had been compiled and targets developed for all indicators for the UNFPA Startegic Plan 2008-2011.  She introduced the agenda item on financial, budgetary and administrative matters and presented the proposal to revise UNFPA Financial Regulation 14.5 on ex-gratia payments as contained in the documents before the Board (DP/FPA/2008/15 and corrigendum DP/FPA/2008/15/Corr.1; and DP/FPA/2008/16).  She noted that in the aftermath of the Algiers bombing in 2007 and the unprecedented threats which prevailed globally, UNFPA was proposing lifting the annual limit of $25,000 for ex gratia payments.  She added that lifting the financial cap would allow UNFPA to be harmonized with other United Nations funds and programmes.  She briefed the Board on results-based budgeting issues, including the work on cost classifications.

5.
The Executive Director concluded by informing the Executive Board that the Secretary-General had informed her that he had extended her tenure by two years.  The announcement was greeted by warm applause.

6.
Delegations congratulated the Executive Director on the extension of her tenure and expressed great appreciation and admiration for her leadership and stewardship.  Numerous delegations underscored their support for UNFPA and their confidence in the Executive Director.  Several delegations commended the dedication of UNFPA staff and recognized that staff in the field frequently worked in challenging conditions.  Delegations stressed the key contribution of UNFPA in achieving the target of universal access to reproductive health for MDG 5.  They emphasized the link between human rights, women’s empowerment and development.  Noting the upcoming high-level event on MDGs in the General Assembly, delegations pointed out that MDG 5 was lagging in progress and called for increased attention to reducing maternal mortality – an area where UNFPA had a central role to play.  

7.
Some delegations emphasized the role of men and boys in achieving gender equality and reproductive health.  The work of UNFPA in sector-wide approaches and pooled funding, as well as in sexuality education for youth was commended.  Delegations called for increased efforts to make reproductive health commodities more accessible and to close the gap on the unmet need for contraceptives.  The importance of HIV prevention was underscored.  UNFPA work in the area of sexual and gender-based violence and development of the culture-lens methodology was commended.  Numerous delegations expressed support for the revision in financial regulations proposed by UNFPA with regard to ex gratia payments.  

8.
The delegation of Sweden stated that it had conducted an assessment of its multilateral partners and UNFPA had scored high in effectiveness, as well as in Sweden’s policy priority areas such as gender equality and human rights.  The delegation of Japan thanked the Executive Director for participating in the Fourth Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD IV).  The delegation of the Netherlands announced that it would more than double its contribution to the Fund’s Global Programme on Reproductive Health Commodity Security and would contribute an amount of five million euros over three years to the Universal Access to Female Condoms Programme.  The delegation of Australia announced that it would also increase its contribution to UNFPA.

9.
The President announced that the delegate from Germany was facilitating the decision on the revision of the financial regulation pertaining to ex gratia payments and the Executive Board would revert to agenda item 7 later in the session to adopt the decision.

Item 8: Country programmes and related matters

10.
The Deputy Executive Director (Programme) introduced seven new draft country programme documents (DCPs) for Angola, Côte d’Ivoire, Kenya, Mauritania, Timor-Leste, Haiti and Venezuela; and the third one-year extension for the Lebanon country programme.  She noted that the programmes were developed through a participatory process that closely involved the respective Governments and other national and international stakeholders, including civil society.  The Directors of the Africa Regional Office, the Arab States Regional Office, the Latin America and Caribbean Office and the Officer-in-Charge of the Asia and the Pacific Regional Office provided details regarding the specific programmes from their respective regions. 

11.
During the discussion, programme countries thanked UNFPA for the excellent collaboration and cooperation and underscored their commitment to address such issues as maternal and child mortality; access to reproductive health services, including HIV prevention and reproductive health commodity security; and gender equality.  Delegations highlighted the participatory process utilized to develop the DCPs which had involved national authorities, non-governmental organizations, including faith-based organizations, and other development partners.  They emphasized the need to increase access to reproductive health care information and services, including for marginalized groups.  They encouraged focusing greater attention on maternal mortality reduction, reproductive health commodity security, family planning, emergency obstetric care, HIV prevention and addressing gender-based violence.  They also noted the need to address the sexual and reproductive health needs of youth, including out-of-school youth. One delegation noted the need for age-appropriate sex education and increased involvement of parents.  
12.
Delegations appreciated the UNFPA focus on building national capacity.  They inquired about partnerships in the area of gender-based violence.  One delegation noted that in light of the recent coup d’etat in Mauritania, UNFPA should consider revising the draft country programme.  In elaborating on the current political situation the delegation of Mauritania emphasized the country’s commitment to democracy and good governance.  Delegations congratulated the Executive Director on her two-year extension and underscored the confidence they had in her leadership.  They assured her of their full support.

13.
The Executive Board, in accordance with decision 2006/36, approved the country programmes for Benin, the Republic of the Congo, Niger, Nigeria and the Sudan that had been discussed and reviewed earlier at the Annual session. The Board also approved the programme extension for Lebanon.  In addition, the Board took note of the DCPs for Angola, Côte d’Ivoire, Kenya, Mauritania, Timor-Leste, Haiti and Venezuela and the comments thereon which would be conveyed to the concerned countries to take into account in finalizing the programmes.  As per decision 2006/36, the finalized programmes would be posted on the website within six weeks of the discussion and would be approved at the next session of the Executive Board.
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