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UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board

Second regular session 2008

New York, 8 to 12 September 2008

DAILY BRIEF

Thursday, 11 September 2008 – UNDP segment 
1. The President of the Board invited delegations to observe a moment of silence in memory of the victims of the attacks on 11 September 2001. 

2. The Associate Administrator, UNDP, presented draft country programme documents for Angola, Côte d’Ivoire, Haiti, Kenya, Mauritania, Niger, the Republic of the Congo, Timor-Leste and Venezuela; country programme extensions for Burundi and Lebanon; and finalized draft country programmes for Benin, Mauritius, Nigeria and Sudan.
3. Delegations expressed support for the country programmes presented. All the delegations of countries with programmes under consideration took the floor to convey the importance of UNDP contributions to their national development plans. Many praised the consultative process that had produced the country programme documents. Others urged UNDP to tailor its contributions to focus on its comparative advantages.

4. Delegations encouraged Member States to support recovery efforts in Haiti in response to the damage suffered as a result of three successive cyclones this year.

5. One delegation suggested that the draft country programme document for Niger should offer a more detailed analysis of the post-conflict response in that country. 

6. One delegation of a country with a programme under consideration took the floor to assert that its current human development index rankings did not accurately reflect recent improvements in social service delivery. That delegation announced that its Government had taken measures to improve the accuracy and currency of its statistical data, on which its rankings had been based. 
7. Two delegations suggested that adoption of the country programme for Mauritania be postponed in the light of the recent coup d’état in that country. The delegation of Mauritania took the floor to assure the Board that the political situation in the country would not impede the progress of UNDP activities.
8. The Assistant Administrator and Director, Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific, UNDP, introduced the new Resident Representative for Myanmar, who provided an overview of the UNDP programme of assistance in that country. 

9. Delegations expressed support for the people of Myanmar in the wake of cyclone Nargis, and commended UNDP contributions to recovery efforts. One delegation encouraged UNDP to engage the Government in policy dialogue on key development issues.
10. The President reopened the debate on the evaluation of the global cooperation framework and the management response thereto. 

11. One delegation encouraged the Board to take account of previous comments on the framework, as well as discussions of the strategic plan, 2008-2011, and of the most recent triennial comprehensive policy review. Another delegation encouraged UNDP to strengthen indicators, and to better distill national and regional results in the areas of HIV/AIDS and gender equality.
12. The Executive Director, United Nations Office for Project Services, presented a report on the governance structure of the organization; a status report on the implementation of the recommendations of the Board of Auditors, 2004-2005; and the annual statistical report on the procurement activities of United Nations system organizations. 

13. Delegations praised the progress achieved by the organization since its last report, noting in particular that the organization had received an unqualified external audit opinion from the Board of Auditors, the first such opinion it had received in six years. They applauded financial and operational improvements, as well as management responsiveness to recommendations of the Board, and urged the organization to implement all outstanding recommendations. They expressed support for the proposals, asserting that the changes in structure and reporting lines would rightly vest full responsibility and accountability for the performance of the organization in the Executive Director.
14. One delegation queried whether the proposed changes would require a resolution of the United Nations General Assembly. In response, management indicated that certain aspects of the proposals might require General Assembly approval.

15. After responding to the interventions of delegations, the Executive Director informed the Board that the United Nations Office of Internal Oversight Services had requested a special task force to investigate suspected irregularities in one of the countries supported by the organization.
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