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UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board

Annual session 2008

Geneva, 16 to 27 June 2008

DAILY BRIEF

Monday, 16 June 2008 
Opening of the session and Item 1: Organizational matters

1.
The UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board Annual session 2008 commenced at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, on 16 June 2008.  In his opening remarks the President of the Board welcomed all delegations.  He underscored the important work of UNDP and UNFPA in assisting countries in eradicating poverty and achieving sustainable development and reiterated the Board’s commitment to both organizations.  He drew attention to various crises, including, in particular, the food crisis.  The Executive Board adopted the agenda and the work plan for the Annual session 2008.  The Board also adopted the Report of the First regular session 2008.  
2.
The Chief, Executive Board and External Relations Branch, UNFPA, and the Secretary, UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board, provided overviews of the UNFPA, UNDP and the Joint UNDP/UNFPA segments.  The Board then proceeded to the UNFPA segment.
UNFPA segment
Statement of the Executive Director

and Item 2: Annual Report of the Executive Director for 2007

3.
The UNFPA segment started with the opening statement of the Executive Director (available on the UNFPA website at http://www.unfpa.org/exbrd/2008/2008_annual.htm).  To set the stage a short video was shown on UNFPA accomplishments in 2007.  The Executive Director began by expressing heartfelt condolences to the people of China, Myanmar and the United States who had suffered from recent natural disasters.  She noted that as part of the United Nations system, UNFPA was engaged in disaster mitigation and emergency preparedness efforts.  She introduced the new UNFPA senior staff.  She underscored that the agenda of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) remained highly relevant and visionary.  She stated that the relevance of population and reproductive health and rights was recognized as vital for human security at the recent TICAD IV.  She thanked the Government of Japan and especially the Prime Minister for ensuring that health in general and reproductive health, with maternal health in particular was highlighted in the TICAD IV Action Plan and would feature prominently in the G8 Summit.
4.
The Executive Director outlined the Fund’s four priority areas for 2008.  She introduced the Report of the Executive Director for 2007: Accelerating progress and national ownership of the ICPD Programme of Action (DP/FPA/2008/5, Part I); Statistical and financial review 2007 (DP/FPA/2008/5, Part I, Add.1); Joint report of UNDP and UNFPA on the recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit in 2007 (DP/2008/23/Add.1 - DP/FPA/2008/5, Part II) and went on to highlight the Fund’s key achievements in 2007.  She drew attention to the Fund’s culturally sensitive approaches to programming and the wide network of partnerships including with faith-based organizations.  She updated the Board on the reorganization process within UNFPA and underscored the transparency of the process as well as the particular attention being given to the human dimension.  She thanked all the donors who contributed to UNFPA, including the Fund’s top ten donors.  
5.
The Executive Director was appreciative of the Secretary-General’s decision to make global health one of the three development agendas, along with climate change and food security.  She underscored that to improve maternal health, an estimated $6 billion was needed annually plus an additional $1 billion for family planning.  She stressed the need for stronger advocacy for reproductive health and rights and drew attention to the unsteady progress in the area of family planning, noting that one major obstacle was the lack of affordable reproductive health commodities.  She emphasized the need to scale up interventions for HIV prevention, especially for women and youth.  She noted the Fund’s comparative advantage in advancing gender equality.  Referring to the Danish campaign for gender equality, she announced that she was a proud champion torch bearer for MDG 3 to advance women’s empowerment and gender equality.
6.
Delegations highly commended the “first-rate, strong and passionate” leadership and stewardship of the Executive Director.  They paid tribute to all UNFPA staff for their dedication and hard work and recognized that frequently the country-level staff worked in challenging and dangerous situations.  Delegations welcomed the Executive Director’s thoughtful and inspiring statement and the informative 2007 annual report.  They congratulated UNFPA on the progress and achievements in 2007 in the Fund’s focus areas of population and development; reproductive health and rights; and gender equality.  They congratulated UNFPA for its role in securing the target on universal health by 2015.

 7.
Delegations were pleased to note the Fund’s highest-ever total resources income and commended UNFPA for its resource mobilization efforts, including expanding the donor base to 182 countries.  Some delegations urged others to increase their contributions and encouraged multi-year pledges.  Australia announced an increase in its 2009 core contribution.  Netherlands announced that in addition to its regular contribution it would make extra contributions to the maternal health thematic fund and for reproductive health commodity security.  Denmark announced an increase in its 2008 contribution.  Delegations noted that UNFPA was a valued and trusted partner.
8.
They welcomed the establishment of a solid results-based management (RBM) base in UNFPA.  Delegations appreciated the update on the Fund’s reorganization and requested regular updates.  They welcomed the new members of the UNFPA senior management team.  They commended the work of UNFPA country offices in delivering technical and programmatic assistance to recipient countries.  
9.
Delegations commended UNFPA commitment to implement GA resolution 62/208 on the triennial comprehensive policy review and the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, as well as the Fund’s involvement in United Nations reform, including in the eight “Deliver as One” pilots.  They congratulated the Executive Director on her leadership as Chair of the High-Level Committee on Management and for taking forward the initiative on harmonizing business practices. 
10.
Delegations commended UNFPA for expanding its partnerships and for the targeted response to the needs of recipient countries.  Several noted that UNFPA had made significant contributions to support national partners.  While some delegations urged greater focus on upstream policy dialogue others encouraged the Fund’s greater involvement in downstream projects.  Some delegations urged an increased focus on least developed countries.  Delegations drew linkages between maternal and reproductive health and the food crisis.  They underscored the role of men and boys in promoting reproductive health and rights including prevention of gender-based violence.  They noted that more needed to be done to address the needs of young people and adolescents.  They urged continued efforts to increase access to reproductive health commodities.
11.
China expressed its thanks for the assistance provided b UNFPA and other United Nations agencies in the aftermath of the devastating earthquake.  USA expressed appreciation for the sympathy conveyed to those affected by recent natural disasters in its country.  Japan thanked the Executive Director for participating in the recent TICAD IV.
12. The President indicated that the delegates from the Lao People’s Democratic Republic and the United Kingdom were facilitating a draft decision on item 2 and the Board would revert to this item later in the session.
Special Event Panel Discussion on Moving Beyond Commitments to Deliver on MDG 5: The Role of UNFPA and Its Partners

13.
 The Special Event Panel Discussion was chaired by the President of the Executive Board.  A video clip was shown of personal testimony from a fistula survivor, Ms. Sarah Omega.  Presentations were made by the following:

· H.E. Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Minister of Health, Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia -- The Challenges of Reversing Maternal Mortality - The Case of Ethiopia (by video conference) 
· H.E. Ms. Marie-Louise Overvad, Permanent Representative of Denmark to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva -- A Global Partnership to Achieve MDG 5 - A Vision

· Dr. Anongba Danho Simplice, Director-General for Health, Ministry of Health, Côte d’Ivoire -- The Challenges of Reversing Maternal Mortality - The Case of Côte d’Ivoire
· Ms. Daisy Mafubelu, Assistant Director-General, Family and Community Health, World Health Organization -- Partnering with UNFPA to Strengthen Public Health Systems for the Achievement of MDG 5
· Dr. Gloria Esegbona, Fistula Surgeon, UK and Volunteer, Fistula Fortnight Campaign in Nigeria -- Personal Perspective on Eliminating Fistula
· Ms. Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, Executive Director, UNFPA, Concluding Remarks
14.
During a dynamic and interactive discussion that followed the presentations, delegations commended UNFPA for selecting the critical topic of maternal health and maternal mortality for discussion.  They underscored the urgent need to address the issues of reproductive health and rights and maternal mortality and emphasized that no woman should die giving life.  Delegations also stressed the need to mobilize resources to address maternal mortality.  Concern was expressed that a number of countries would not meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015.  The need for well-equipped health centres and well-trained health workers was underscored.  In particular, to reduce maternal mortality it was essential for woman to have access to skilled birth attendants and emergency obstetric care.

15.
The need to improve health systems was emphasized and it was noted that this should be linked to improvements in transportation and telecommunications.  One delegation suggested that UNFPA revisit its policy regarding support for physical infrastructure.  Delegations commended the UNFPA investment in training health workers, particularly midwives.  It was noted that the key issues raised at the panel discussion should be reflected in the country programmes.  Delegations noted the effective impact of the multimedia aspect of the special event in bringing the issues alive and underlining the need for action.
16.
Several delegations praised the insightful presentation by Dr. Gloria Esegbona, a fistula surgeon and volunteer.  They stated that she had given a voice to those millions of women around the world who were suffering from fistula and other maternal morbidities.  Delegations congratulated Denmark on the campaign for gender equality which aimed to put due political focus on MDG3.  Gender quality, a goal in its own right, was also essential to accelerate progress on all MDGs.  Emphasizing the importance of partnerships, delegations noted that achieving the MDGs required consistency and cooperation among partners.

Tuesday, 17 June 2008

Item 3: Funding commitments to UNFPA

17.
The Chief, Resource Mobilization Branch, UNFPA, introduced the Report on funding commitments to UNFPA (DP/FPA/2008/9).  She also provided an update on funding commitments to reflect the most recent data, as of 1 June 2008.
18.
Delegations congratulated UNFPA on attaining its highest-ever income of total resources and on expanding its donor base to 182 donors.  They underscored that this attested to the confidence countries had in UNFPA.  They noted with satisfaction the healthy balance between core and non-core resources and emphasized that core resources were the foundation and bedrock of UNFPA operations.  They stressed that thematic funds should not be an alternative to core resources. However, they could have a useful impact as an addition to core resources. 
19.
The President indicated that the delegate from Antigua and Barbuda would facilitate the decision on the item on funding commitments and the Board would revert to this item later in the session. 
Side-event: Africa and its demographic challenges

20.
The French Agency for Development (AFD) organized a side-event on Africa and its demographic challenges.  It was co-chaired by an AFD representative and the Director, Africa Division, UNFPA.  Presentations were made by the following: Mr. Jean-Pierre Guengant, Research Director, Research Institute for Development (IRD); Mrs. Damien Ini Inkouraba Youl, President, Association for the Promotion of Women of Gaoua, Burkina Faso; and Mr. John May , Senior Population Specialist, Africa Region, The World Bank.  
Informal briefing on reproductive health commodity security

21.
UNFPA organized an informal briefing for the Executive Board on reproductive health commodity security (RHCS).  Following introductory remarks by the UNFPA Deputy Executive Director (Programme), there was a powerpoint presentation on progress and challenges in the area of RHCS.  Delegations were interested to note the progress and developments in the area of RHCS and encouraged UNFPA to continue to advocate at country level for budget lines for reproductive health commodities.  Issues raised concerned, inter alia, the need to: bring down the prices of female condoms; the provision of equipment in health centres, particularly in rural areas; availability of trained health workers, including midwives, skilled birth attendants and others; strengthening national capacity for procurement; the reduction in funding for family planning alongside an exponential increase in funding for HIV/AIDS.
Informal consultations on draft decisions
22.
The Executive Board held informal consultations on draft decisions.  The template of draft decisions was reviewed and facilitators of draft decisions indicated the current status of draft decisions.  An issue was raised regarding deciding on the joint item on internal audit and oversight during the first week when delegates for the UNDP segment were going to arrive in the second week.  The President assured the Board that the concern would be dealt with in an appropriate manner.
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