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DAILY BRIEF

Wednesday, 18 June 2008
Item 4: Country Programmes and Related Matters
1.
The Deputy Executive Director (Programme) introduced the five new draft country programme documents and five programme extensions and noted that they were driven by country needs, priorities and perspectives as identified by the respective national development plans.  The Director, Africa Division, and the Officer-in-Charge, Division for Arab States, Europe and Central Asia, introduced the draft country programmes from their respective regions. 

2.
Delegations underscored the close collaboration between national authorities and UNFPA in drafting the draft country programme documents.  They appreciated the support provided by UNFPA and commended the Fund for its transparency and the emphasis placed on national ownership and leadership.  Noting the high rates of maternal mortality in many of the countries, delegations stated that it would not be possible to achieve the MDGs without reducing maternal mortality.  Delegations urged according high priority to reducing maternal mortality including through increased access to reproductive health services, including emergency obstetric care, skilled birth attendants and reproductive health commodities.  Delegations were pleased to note that the country programmes were addressing issues of gender inequality and gender-based violence, as well as the needs of young people.  They stressed the need to expand partnerships with development partners including civil society and religious/community leaders.  One delegation urged closer collaboration with its embassies and NGOs.   
3.
The Executive Board took note of the comments by delegations on the draft country programme documents for Benin, the Republic of the Congo, Niger, Nigeria, and Sudan which would be conveyed to the concerned countries to take into account in finalizing the programmes.  The Board approved the programme extensions for Burundi and Pakistan and took note of the programme extensions for Afghanistan, Ecuador and Guatemala.
Item 5: Evaluation
4.
The Deputy Executive Director (Programme) introduced the Periodic report on evaluation (DP/FPA/2008/10).  The Director, Division of Oversight Services, also made brief remarks.

5.
Delegations welcomed the measures undertaken by UNFPA to enhance evaluation quality and commended the Fund’s use of evaluation results to inform management decisions.  They appreciated that a certain number of evaluations were jointly conducted with other United Nations organizations and bilateral and national partners.  They noted with interest that 50 per cent of the evaluations were done with national evaluators.  They were interested in obtaining more information on the role of UNFPA partners in evaluations.  Delegations shared the UNFPA concern that approximately two thirds of the evaluations did not meet the minimum UNEG standards.  They considered the lack of baseline data to be a constraint and were concerned that the implementation rate of country programme evaluation recommendations remained low.  They urged strengthening the capacities of staff and counterparts, as well as strengthening national monitoring and evaluation systems.  Delegations welcomed the initiative to formulate an evaluation policy and looked forward to further consultations on this.  They encouraged using the UNFPA strategic plan to structure future periodic reports on evaluation and requested that future reports include specific and analytical information on progress and difficulties in the evaluation function.  They were pleased to learn about the creation of five regional and monitoring advisers who would support the strengthening of the evaluation capacity at country level
Thursday, 19 June 2008 
Item 6: Internal Audit and Oversight

6.
As discussions on the item on internal audit and oversight could not be completed on 18 and 19 June, the item was carried over to Friday, 20 June.  The Daily Brief for 20 June will report on this item.
Panel Discussion on Humanitarian Response “Impact of crises on the achievement of the MDGs, with special attention to the challenges and opportunities for re-establishing maternal and reproductive health services during recovery and transition situations”
7.
The Panel Discussion was chaired by the President of the Executive Board.  Presentations were made by the following: 
· Ms. Purnima Mane, Deputy Executive Director (Programme), UNFPA – Introductory Remarks
· H.E. Dr. Rémi Allah-Kouadio, Minister of Health, Côte d’Ivoire -- The impact of conflict on health in Côte d’Ivoire -- Progress and challenges in re-establishing access to reproductive health services  

· Dr. Debarati Guha-Sapir, Centre for Research on Environmental Disasters, University of Louvain, Belgium -- Data on impact of conflict and disasters on reproductive and maternal health  (As she was unable to attend her presentation was delivered by a UNFPA representative) 
· Dr. Manuel Carballo, Director, International Centre for Migration, Health and Development -- Family and reproductive health in the context of peacebuilding

· Mr. Olivier Chave, Minister, Head of United Nations (Development) Division, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation -- Concluding Remarks

8.  During the discussion delegations inquired about the cluster approach in humanitarian response and asked about the specific tasks UNFPA carried out under the cluster approach.  They stressed the need to address the gap in the transition from emergency response/recovery to development.  They inquired about partnerships and budgetary measures to address the gaps.  Some speakers referred to the distrust between humanitarian workers and peacekeepers.  Delegations asked what actions UNFPA was undertaking with its partners to raise the profile of reproductive health in emergency and post-conflict situations.
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