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UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board

Second Regular Session 2006
New York, 11 to 13 September 2006
DAILY BRIEF

Tuesday, 13 September 2006

UNFPA segment (cont.)

UNFPA role in emergency preparedness, humanitarian response, and transition and recovery

The Deputy Executive Director (Programme), UNFPA, and the Chief, Humanitarian Response Unit (HRU) introduced the above-mentioned agenda item.  The Director, New York Office of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the HIV/AIDS Policy Adviser, Department of Peacekeeping (DPKO) made strong statements supporting UNFPA’s corporate strategy on emergency preparedness, humanitarian response, transition and recovery.  They praised UNFPA’s efforts, particularly with regard to gender mainstreaming, reproductive health, including HIV/AIDS, population dynamics and data collection.  They also underscored the fruitful partnership they had with UNFPA

Delegations welcomed the tireless efforts of the Executive Director and expressed strong appreciation for the work of UNFPA in emergency, crisis and post-crisis situations ranging from Kyrgyzstan to Sudan.  They noted that UNFPA had a key role to play in promoting reproductive health and gender mainstreaming in emergency preparedness, humanitarian response, and transition and recovery.  One delegation praised UNFPA as the "unsung hero" in Darfur, Sudan, for its contributions.  Delegations commended the Fund’s intention to build national capacity for response and recovery and appreciated that this would be a foundation of the Fund’s corporate strategy.  They agreed that reliable demographic data was essential.  They sought assurance that the expanded role of UNFPA would not result in duplication of activities.    Delegations stressed that UNFPA must ensure coordination with other agencies, including within existing coordination mechanisms such as the Inter-Agency Standing Committee for Humanitarian Affairs (IASC).  Some delegations stated that they saw the Fund’s role mainly in advocacy.

Delegations were pleased to hear that the Fund’s emergency preparedness and humanitarian response strategy would be folded into UNFPA’s forthcoming Medium-term Strategic Plan (MTSP), 2008-2011.  They asked for information on outcome indicators and a monitoring and evaluation mechanism.  They also asked for clarification regarding the staffing and posts envisaged under the new strategy.  Some delegations stated that they were not clear on the trust funds mentioned in the document and how these related to the United Nations Consolidated Appeals Process (CAP) and the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF). 

The Executive Board adopted decision 2006/35:UNFPA role in emergency preparedness, humanitarian response, and transition and recovery. 

UNFPA Country programmes and related matters

The Deputy Executive Director (Programme) introduced the 22 draft country programme documents (CPDs) submitted to the Executive Board for discussion, namely for: Algeria, Central African Republic, Eritrea, Gabon, Gambia, Senegal, South Africa, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Mongolia, Myanmar, Brazil, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, English- and Dutch-speaking Caribbean countries, Honduras, Panama, Paraguay and Uruguay. 

Delegations offered praise and constructive suggestions concerning the CPDs.  They underlined the importance of country ownership and stressed that this should be inclusive of the views of a wide range of interested stakeholders.  They emphasized harmonization and coordination and noted that the UNDAFs, where they existed, were important documents for guiding the development of the country programmes.  Delegations stated that overall their experience with the evolving process had been positive and the quality of CPDs had been improving over time.  Several delegations whose CPDs were being discussed took the floor to thank UNFPA for its valuable support to their countries.  The Directors of the Africa Division, Asia and the Pacific Division, Division for Arab States, Central Asia and Europe, and the Latin America and the Caribbean Division responded to the comments and queries of the Board members.  UNFPA will convey the comments to the concerned countries.  The Executive Board took note of the CPDs and the comments thereon.

Joint UNDP/UNFPA segment

Field Visits

The Executive Board took note of the report of the joint field visit of the Executive Boards of UNDP/UNFPA, UNICEF and WFP to Indonesia. Delegations thanked the Government of Indonesia and the United Nations country team for their hospitality. 
Informal presentation by the United Nations Board of Auditors 

The United Nations Board of Auditors made an informal presentation on their reports on UNDP and UNFPA for the 2004-2005 biennium, outlining the main audit findings.  A number of delegations requested that a more structured presentation of this report be presented to the Board at a future date.
UNFPA Informal briefing on the Global Programme to Enhance Reproductive Health Commodity Security

Following introductory remarks by the Director, Technical Support Division (TSD), UNFPA, there was a presentation by the Chief, Commodity Management Branch, TSD, focusing on the progress made in the area of reproductive health commodity security.  He underscored that challenges would be addressed through the new vehicle, namely, the Global Programme to Enhance the Reproductive Health Commodity Security.  Following that the UNFPA Representative in Zimbabwe gave the field perspective, underscoring the importance of the Global Programme for meeting the needs of people on the ground.  The delegations appreciated the briefing and the materials distributed.
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