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UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board

Annual Session 2006
Geneva, 12 to 24 June 2006
DAILY BRIEF

UNFPA Segment

Monday, 12 June 2006

Opening of the UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board annual session

1.
The President of the Executive Board opened the annual session and delivered his introductory statement.  Noting the success of the 2005 World Summit, he observed that the Outcome reaffirmed the commitment of all parties, both North and South, to take up their respective responsibilities to ensure the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  The President stated that United Nations reform was well under way.   He concluded by noting that the world needed a renewed, more efficient and more effective United Nations. 

2.
The Executive Boar adopted the amended work plan for the annual session and the report of the first regular session 2006.

UNFPA Segment

Statement of the Executive Director

and Annual Report of the Executive Director for 2005

3.
The UNFPA segment began on Monday morning with the Opening Statement of the Executive Director.  The Executive Director expressed her condolences at the untimely passing away of Dr. Lee, Director-General of WHO.  She noted that UNFPA would honour his memory through the depth of its commitment to collaboration with WHO.  In her statement the Executive Director focused on: the Follow-up to the World Summit and the AIDS Review Meeting; Achieving MDG 5; Reproductive health commodity security; Population and development; United Nations reform; UNFPA financial resources; Regionalization; and Accountability.

4.
Delegations praised the Executive Director for her excellent and inspiring statement and for her visionary leadership. They expressed strong support and appreciation for the work of UNFPA.  They noted that the Annual Report of the Executive Director was crisp and clear.  Delegations were very pleased to note the substantial gains that UNFPA had made in 2005, including the expansion of its donor base to 172 donors (the highest ever).  They underscored the importance of core resources as the bedrock of UNFPA and stressed that non-core resources should not substitute for core resources.  Norway announced that it would increase its contribution of regular resources to UNFPA by US$ 12 million, i.e., 25%, in 2007. 
5.
Other key issues raised during the discussion included the following:

· Delegations commended UNFPA’s leadership role in saving women’s lives and protecting their health rights.  They emphasized that the ICPD agenda and reproductive health and rights were crucial for reducing poverty and achieving the MDGs;

· Concerning maternal health, they emphasized the need to address maternal mortality.  Noting UNFPA’s commitment to reduce maternal mortality, they asked what could be done to get a higher profile for UNFPA in the United Nations system-wide approach to maternal health; 

· Delegations praised UNFPA for its active and constructive role in United Nations reform and the emphasis that UNFPA placed on promoting national ownership and leadership in the development process;  

· Delegations were very pleased that UNFPA was taking a leading role in ensuring that population dynamics, reproductive health and gender were incorporated in national development strategies;

· They stressed the importance of underscoring reproductive health and HIV/AIDS linkages and urged UNFPA to continue contributing to the fight against HIV/AIDS;
· Delegations welcomed UNFPA’s Global Programme to enhance reproductive health commodity security.

· They commended UNFPA’s work in emergency and humanitarian situations, including in the aftermath of the tsunami and the earthquake in Pakistan.  They noted the strong contribution of UNFPA in promoting reproductive health and addressing issues of gender equality and gender-based violence.  

· With reference to emergency and humanitarian response, they asked about the Fund’s measures to strengthen human resources, partnerships, funding, logistics and communications.

· Delegations underscored the importance of UNFPA using its comparative advantage in SWAps, PRSPs and health sector reform.

· Delegations expressed keen interest in learning more about UNFPA’s regionalization plans, including options/costs/benefits, and hoped that such information would be provided at the upcoming informal briefing on regionalization.

Special Event Panel Discussion on Population and Poverty Eradication

6.
The Special Event Panel Discussion on Population and Poverty Eradication took place on Monday afternoon.  It was chaired by the President of the Executive Board.  Presentations were made by the following:

· Mr. Walter Hofer, Deputy Assistant Director-General, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) 

“Welcome Remarks”

· H.E. Mr. Mamadou Sidibe, Minister of Planning and Sustainable Development, Senegal

“Follow-up to the 2005 World Summit: Integration of Reproductive Health into 


Development Strategies”

· Dr. Abdo S. Yazbeck, Team Leader, Reproductive Health, Poverty Reduction


and System Reform Programme, The World Bank

“Reproductive Health and Poverty: Vigilance, Hope and Hard Work”

· Video clip: Personal testimony: Ms. Kakenya Ntaiya, Kenya

· Professor Michael Reich, Takemi Professor of International Health Policy, School of Public Health, Harvard University

(He served as respondent/discussant)

· Ms. Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, Executive Director, UNFPA

“Concluding Remarks” 

7.
During the interactive discussion delegations noted that the presentations had been very stimulating and thought-provoking.  Delegations underscored the following, inter alia:

· The importance of integrating population and reproductive health issues into development processes;

· The need for serious development planning and policies to ensure that there are sustained interventions over time to ensure that ICPD goals and the MDGs are achieved and poverty is reduced;

· Capacity development and strengthening of national institutions in order to achieve sustainable development;

· The key role of UNFPA in advocating change and supporting countries in their efforts to achieve the ICPD goals and the MDGs;

· The need to raise UNFPA’s public profile/brand recognition and at the same time recognize that it has a sensitive mandate;

· The importance of building an evidence base in support of promoting reproductive health;

· The need to recognize that “the personal is political” and that it is important to use   culturally sensitive approaches in programming.  

Tuesday, 13 June 2006

Funding Commitments to UNFPA

8.
The Chief, Resource Mobilization Branch (RMB), introduced the report on Funding Commitments and provided an update of UNFPA’s income forecast as of 5 June 2006: regular “core resources approximately $365 million; and a projected $100 million in co-financing resources.  Out of the 122 pledges received, 62 are multi-year pledges.  He expressed gratitude for the support UNFPA had received in 2005.  He noted that despite the generosity of donors, UNFPA funding was still reliant on a relatively narrow donor base (with the top three donors accounting for about 50 per cent of the total 2006 level of regular resources) and subject to exchange rate fluctuations.  He observed that over the last decade co-financing contributions had increased steadily. 

9.
Delegations praised the Funding Commitments report for being lucid and informative.  They commended the introduction by the Chief, RMB, and were pleased to note the increase in donors to 172 in 2005.  They were also pleased to note the increase in multi-year pledges.  They underscored the need for more core resources, which are the bedrock of UNFPA.  Some delegations expressed concern about the impact of fluctuating exchange rates on contributions.  Delegations urged UNFPA to address the issue of upward trends in contributions being vulnerable to exchange rate fluctuations and wondered if any policy could be developed to stabilize the situation.  One delegation asked that future reports provide data on increases in real terms.  One delegation asked about how UNFPA planned to increase and sustain thematic funds in the future. 

Informal meetings

10.       UNFPA conducted an informal briefing on its corporate strategy for humanitarian response.  The meeting was chaired by the President of the Executive Board.  Presentations were made by the Deputy Executive Director (Programme), the Chief, Humanitarian Response Unit (HRU) and the Programme Specialist, HRU.  They outlined the paradigm shift in the Fund’s thinking about humanitarian response and transition programming and the need to mainstream that approach within UNFPA.  They provided additional information about the Fund’s corporate strategy for humanitarian response, including cost estimates.

11.    The Joint UNDP/UNFPA informal briefing on international migration.was chaired by the Executive Board Vice-President (African States).  The following made presentations: Ms. Michele Klein Solomon (IOM), on Regional processes and inter-state cooperation on migration; the Director, Technical Support Division, UNFPA, on “UNFPA-IOM Expert Group Meeting on Female Migrants”; and the Director, Capacity Development  Group, Bureau for Development Policy, UNDP, on “The Impact of Remittances on Economic and Social Development.
UNFPA Country Programmes and Related Matters

12.
Under Item 4, the Executive Board had before it 11 draft country programme documents and 13 programme extensions.  Introductory statements were made by the Deputy Executive Director (Programme) and the directors of UNFPA’s Africa Division; Division for Arab States and Central Europe; Latin America and the Caribbean Division; and the Asia and the Pacific Division..

13.
Brief highlights of the discussion on the country programmes are given below:

Africa

14.
Deelegations noted the challenges faced by Ethiopia, including high maternal mortality.  They recognized the work of UNFPA in addressing child marriage.  Some delegations noted that not much had been said about working with NGOs in Ethiopia and in Sao Tome and Principe.  They asked how UNFPA’s work aligned with that of other organizations and noted that the Mozambique country programme offered a good example of alignment.  They commended UNFPA for supporting HIV-prevention strategies focusing on out-of-school youth in Mozambique and underlined the need for interventions to respond to local needs and distinctive social and cultural patterns.  Regarding pooled funding, one delegation asked what procedures would be used to track which agency’s money was used for which activities.  Delegations expressed concern about the feminization of the HIV epidemic in Guinea. Noting the unavailability of contraceptives in Guinea, they commended UNFPA’s efforts to develop a national procurement plan.

15.
The Executive Board took note of the draft country programme documents for Ethiopia, Guinea, Mozambique, and Sao Tome and Principe; and the programme extensions for the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Lesotho, Malawi, Rwanda and Togo.

Arab States, Europe and Central Asia
16.
Delegations expressed concern about the trafficking of women and girls in Moldova; and the high rates of adolescent pregnancies, abortion and sexually transmitted infections. They were pleased to note UNFPA’s plan to strengthen partnerships with Government and civil society to combat gender-based violence in Egypt and agreed that it was important to involve religious leaders in issues such as adolescent reproductive health care and HIV prevention.  Delegations were pleased that UNFPA would work with faith-based organizations in the Syrian Arab Republic to promote reproductive health.  They underscored the importance of promoting the rights of women and girls, and eliminating gender-based violence. Delegations were concerned about the rapid rise in HIV prevalence among women in Morocco.  Noting that mention had not been made of work of other bilateral and multilateral donors, they urged UNFPA to avoid duplication of programme efforts.   Delegations noted that the Tunisia country programme was well designed.  They suggested that it would be useful to have more recent demographic and health-related information.  Delegations stated that the focus areas of the Yemen country programme were appropriate.  They expressed concern regarding Yemen’s high maternal mortality ratio and recommended adding neonatal to emergency obstetric care.

17.
The Executive Board took note of the draft country programme documents for Egypt, Republic of Moldova, Morocco, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia and Yemen; and the programme extensions for Lebanon and Sudan.

Asia and the Pacific.  

18.
Delegations commended Thailand’s progress towards the MDGs and its success in combating HIV/AIDS and addressing the issue of ageing.  Regarding Myanmar, delegations commended UNFPA’s programme which was designed to meet the needs of the poorest and most vulnerable segments of the population.  They were pleased to note the Fund’s efforts to create community support groups, train civil society actors and increase the capacity of health care workers.  One delegation asked about the country’s increasingly restrictive environment and its impact on UNFPA activities.  
19.
The Executive Board took note of the draft country programme for Thailand; programme extensions for Bhutan, Nepal and Sri Lanka; and the report on the special programme of assistance to Myanmar.  

Latin America and the Caribbean.  

20.
One delegation noting that as a middle income country it was suffering from diminishing levels of assistance, wondered how it might qualify for further assistance.  It added that additional information should be included in the documents on programme extensions.  

21.
The Executive Board took note of the programme extensions for Haiti, Mexico and Nicaragua.
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