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Annual session 2005
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DAILY BRIEF

Wednesday, 22 June 2005 – UNFPA segment
UNFPA Country Programmes and Related Matters 

Under item 18, the Executive Board had before it 14 draft country programmes (CPDs): from Africa – Burkina Faso, Ghana, Namibia and Uganda; from the Arab States and Europe – Albania, Georgia, the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Turkey and Ukraine; from Asia and the Pacific – Bangladesh, Cambodia, China and Viet Nam; from Latin America and the Caribbean – Peru. The Board also had before it a Note on the implementation of the UNFPA special programme of assistance to Myanmar, as well as the first one-year extension of the UNFPA special programme of assistance to Myanmar, and the two-year extension of the country programme for Timor-Leste. 

The Deputy Executive Director (Programme) made introductory remarks. Following that, the Directors of the Geographical Divisions introduced the programmes from their respective regions. 

Brief highlights of the discussion on the country programmes are given below:

Africa. With reference to the CPDs for the Africa region, delegations were pleased that the Burkina Faso CPD was in line with the PRSP. Noting that the gender component was relatively small, one delegation hoped the Fund would have a concrete action plan. Delegations welcomed the cooperation with civil society. Regarding the Ghana CPD, delegations suggested stronger reference to the private sector and encouraged UNFPA to address the lack of capacity in gender issues. One delegation expressed its willingness to cooperate with UNFPA in the area of reproductive health services. Delegations drew attention to the reproductive health needs in Northern Uganda and expressed concern regarding sexual violence in this area. Delegations noted that the CPD should be more fully aligned with the national strategy. Also, more attention should be given to HIV/AIDS and to orphans and vulnerable children in Uganda.

Arab States and Europe. Delegations underscored the urgent need to address HIV/AIDS in Ukraine. Noting that the abortion rate was high, they called on UNFPA to address the issue using a culturally sensitive approach. Delegations welcomed UNFPA’s work with the uniformed forces in the area of HIV/AIDS. One delegation stated that consideration should be given to providing additional resources for the Ukraine CPD. With reference to Albania, concern was expressed regarding the high incidence of abortion. Delegations welcomed the harmonization of the programme cycles of UN agencies in Turkey. They noted that the CPD was in accordance with national priorities and emphasized national capacity building.

Asia and Pacific. Delegations underlined the importance of the issues of safe motherhood and skilled birth attendance with reference to Bangladesh. Delegations welcomed UNFPA’s technical support for the next census in Cambodia. One delegation planned to strengthen support for reproductive health services in Viet Nam and hoped to collaborate with UNFPA. Regarding Myanmar, delegations noted that UNFPA’s work influenced the country’s reproductive health strategy. They encouraged UNFPA to continue its work in Myanmar. Concerning the China CPD, the US delegation stated that it specifically did not support UNFPA’s continued provision of reproductive health and family planning support to the Chinese population authorities. The delegation stated that UNFPA should hold off on beginning a new country programme for China until coercion ends in the counties in which UNFPA operates.

Numerous delegations, including from donor countries, Jamaica on behalf of members of the G77 and China, and Nepal on behalf of the Asian group, took the floor to express strong support for UNFPA and for the China CPD. Delegations stressed that UNFPA “is a force for good” by playing a crucial role through its work in China, particularly in the selected counties.  Delegations welcomed the commitment to reform and the emerging openness within the Chinese family planning programme. Delegations emphasized that progress in reform could be enhanced through constructive engagement and support, exactly of the type UNFPA provides.

Latin America and the Caribbean. Delegations appreciated that the Peru CPD was in line with national priorities and national development plans. They also welcomed the fact that Government, NGOs and other development partners had been consulted in developing the Peru CPD.

The Executive Board approved the Timor-Leste extension and took note of the Myanmar extension and the Myanmar Note. The Board took note of the 14 draft CPDs and the comments made thereon, which would be conveyed to the concerned countries. 

Informal consultation on UNFPA’s role and action in emergency preparedness, humanitarian response, and transition and recovery 

The informal consultation was chaired by the Vice-President, WEOG. Following introductory remarks by the Deputy Executive Director (Programme), there was a powerpoint presentation by the Chief, Humanitarian Response Unit (HRU). The presentation highlighted UNFPA’s role in emergency preparedness, humanitarian response, and transition and recovery. She focused on such issues as contingency planning, lessons learned, post-conflict and post-disaster recovery, rehabilitation of health services and reestablishing demographic and health databases. 

During the discussion, one delegation stated that it would be easier for UNFPA to mobilize resources for emergency/humanitarian response if the work of UNFPA in this area was better known. The delegation encouraged UNFPA to make such information readily available. The delegation also asked why it was considered easier to deal with refugees than internally displaced people. A number of delegations requested HRU to make copies of the powerpoint presentation available to Executive Board members.  One delegation, while commending the Fund’s activities in this area, agreed that the strong participation of UNFPA headquarters was necessary. One delegation pointed out that natural and human catastrophes were increasing and an increased response from UNFPA was needed. One delegation, while commending UNFPA’s work in emergency/humanitarian response, transition and recovery, noted that disasters were a way of life in Africa and many developing countries. The delegation stated that emergency/humanitarian response activities should be mainstreamed in the work of UNFPA. 
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