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It gives me great pleasure to send my greetings to the Executive Board of the UN Development Programme and the UN Population Fund, and to join you in marking the 10th anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Development.

Population issues are not just a matter of numbers; they are first and foremost about people – about human beings and their inherent right to development and to lead a decent life no matter where they happen to be born. 

During the past decade, the far-reaching agenda agreed to at the landmark conference in Cairo has guided governments in addressing population dynamics and movements, and has led many of them to increase access to education and reproductive health services, and to empower women to participate more fully in society.  These new social policies and programmes have contributed to real improvements in the lives of many men and women, adolescents and children: from increased longevity and reduced mortality to broader life choices and opportunities.

Today there is also a widespread recognition that implementation of the ICPD agenda is essential for the achievement of the Millennium Development goals.  But greater efforts are needed in the next ten years to truly put people first by guaranteeing universal access to education and reproductive health services, and by reducing maternal and child mortality.  Such steps are especially critical for women and girls, who should be afforded equal opportunity and freedom from discrimination and violence.

At the halfway point of the 20-year ICPD Programme of Action, we must acknowledge that while progress has been made, it is not nearly enough.  I hope that next year, as the world assesses follow-up to the Millennium Declaration, the key recommendations of the ICPD Programme of Action will figure prominently.  On this 10th anniversary, let us pledge to do more to invest in all human beings, to uphold their rights, and to keep the promises made in Cairo, for the benefit of us all.
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