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In some areas of conflict in Indonesia, sexual violence almost always exists. This problem have become long traumatic suffering for Indonesian women, because the understanding of gender equality hasn’t been important discourse in such a patriarchist society. The effort of gender mainstreaming seems to be static even though Indonesia has ratificated CEDAW in which one of its articles requires the government to take important step and policy in order to protect women from gender discrimination.

Sexual violences in several areas of Indonesia are also ignored because they are considered as violation on private rights, not violation on human rights. In some other places, issue of women sexuality has become powerful tool to show the dominated party to the weak. 

Massal rape in Jakarta, for instance, contains many issues of majority domination on minority. In Poso, sexual harassment on women has sharpen the conflict among religions.

From the women’s side, myth of virginity, feeling ashamed, frightened, defect, economical dependencies has also resulted to the small number of those who had experienced violation in conflict areas to reveal what they have undergone. Stigma on victim of violence is an obstacle to reveal what they have suffered.

Here are some illustration of violence in conflict areas in Indonesia:

1. Nangroe Aceh Darussalam Area (1976 - 2005):

Aceh has been in conflict for more than 20 years as Gerakan Aceh Merdeka (Aceh Freedom Movement) tried to liberate them from Indonesia. Since Helsinki Agreement in 2005, conflict has been decreased, but no solution has been found yet. Some violence cases recorded during the era of DOM are: rape and sexual harassment (40 cases: and just illustrating an iceberg phenomenon)
, sexual torture and harassment during interrogation, arrested and detained because of their family activities, trafficking and victim of military seduction.

2.  DKI Jakarta (13 May 1998)

Actually this area cannot be categorized as conflict area, but because there was mass rape on around 168 Chinese
 women by the fall of Soeharto regime, then I assume that we have to present this case. Anyway, there’s no progress resolution on this case. While some people deny this case because there’s no sexual violence victim women taking this case to court and nobody wants to be a witness. In Indonesian criminal law, rape is considered a complain case. On the other side, Indonesia hasn’t have Victim Witness Protection Act, so that the victims prefer to hide or go out from Indonesia. 

4. Sambas, West Kalimantan (1999 – 2000)

Conflict that spread out during 1999 was ended in 2000 resulted in eviction to all ethnic Madurese by ethnic Sambas Malay. There’s no sexual violence along the conflict, but there are many women lost their husbands so they suddenly have to be breadwinner.

5.  Poso (1998, 2000 – now)

Bloody conflict colored by inter-religion conflict happened in 1998 and then decrease. But in 2000 there was a huge killing to Poso coastal community. National Commission of Anti Violence against Women reported that along 2000 and 2001 there was denuding to hundreds of women. Only 9 of them reported their case and there’s no resolution up to this day.

Relating to this case, in 2003 Jurnal Perempuan team has also talked to Kapolsek (police chief ) of Poso about sexual harassment in an Islamic center in kilometer 9 where about 50 women were coerced to undress while watching their husbands being killed. Being asked why the police don’t process the case, the Chief answered that it’s because there were no expert witness.

Although there is no bloody conflict causing many victims anymore in Poso this day, the terrorist still spread their terror by exploding bombs and killing female students of Junior High School.

6. Ambon (1999)

Although bloody conflict between religion causing many victims in Ambon happened several years ago, but as in Poso and Papua, the conflict potent to be existed. It’s proven by the increase of conflict escalation on separatist movement named RMS (Republic of South Maluku) birthday and the spread of rumors such as flag raising, unrest controller is from Jakarta, and so on.

Post conflict in 1999 grow to the imposement of military emergency in Maluku. Based on the note of a female NGO Arikal Mahina in Ambon, sexual violence happened in refugee camp in Suli area. The rape was done by a father to his daughter.
 Furthermore, in 2004 it was found at least 150 women who are the victims of military personnel seduction and being left pregnant in military emergency period in Maluku when conflict was taking place. 

These data come from an NGO called Vrouwen voor Vrede (women for peace) that had been presented by Dutch Parliament when visiting Maluku, by the end of 2004. Municipal Government of Ambon responded as follows: “If those deeds were done with mutual consent, there’s no need for government to handle them”
. 

On the other hand, some people are afraid if we didn’t take a good care of it, there will be some other problems such as the decrease of women’s prosperity, and because they couldn’t provide their child a living, there would be great possibility of trafficking practice.

7. West and East Timor (1999 and 2006)

The conflict in Timor Island cannot be separated from the history of Indonesia which occupied East Timor in 1975. Since then some separatist groups came up that are UDT and Fretelin. After UDT had gotten rid off, Fretelin faced up directly to TNI who stated that East Timor was military operation area and there began sexual violence era.

Data from Komnas Perempuan said that many women were gangraped by TNI personnel because they were accused to have relation with resistant groups up in the mountain.

In 1999 when President Habibie blessed the independence of East Timor from Indonesia, there came a massal unrest in Dili between the pros and cons of independence. In the refuge, many IDP women were beaten by their husbands because of their intension to go back to Timor Leste.
 Rape also experienced by women prisoners in Kodim (center of military district)Dili who are suspected has involvement in the raid to Dili.

In 2000, KONTRAS also reported the rumors on “vagina operation” that would be done by INTERFET force to any women were dare to go back to Timor Leste. They would be ready to rape.

Although has been separated from Indonesia, until 2006 conflict in Timor Leste is still continue. The situation in west Timor, especially in the border that is Belu Regency as if there is snag somewhere, because Indonesian government doesn’t take care the pro-Indonesia refugees coming from ex-East Timor well. They are now neglected.

8.  Papua (1987 – now)

Separatist group in Papua called Organisasi Papua Merdeka (Papua Liberation Organization) still left some problems today, although it has decreased in escalation. Along military operation in Papua, there began some sexual violations. In the pursuit of OPM leader: Kelly Kwalik in 1987 - 1988 for example, 10 women raped while threatened with weapon by TNI in Jilla and witnessed by Beatrix Koibur, Presidium of Papua Council.
 The rape also happened in Mapenduma, Alama and its environs. Ita F. Nadia from Commission of Anti Viomence on Women, also agreed that some pictures of women were hung on the wall of military checkpoint in Mindiptana. This make them treated as prisoner because they are frightened to go out of their village, and also treated as social scum.

Various sexual violence suffered by women above could happen because the government doesn’t follow up women’s problem in conflict areas. For example, there’s no sanction imposed on military personnel who commit sexual violation. At intrnational level, resolution 1325 proclaimed by UN Security Council about protection on women and children in conflict area is also ignored. Notwithstanding the fact that the women’s role in creating peace in conflict area is very significant. 

In Aceh for instance, women’s groups initiated a congress titled Duek Ureung Pakat Inong Aceh (year 2000), this congress is the first time in Acheh according on searching the conflict solution. On of the petition was where Aceh women refuse to be victims in conflict and ask those who dispute to reconcile.

In Ambon: women from conflicting groups have become the frontier peace guard while most of the men still at war, by commencing economic activities at the market, hug and cry each other. Women from Kei, South East Maluku even serve time when two communities were in conflict. They camped in the middle of a bridge for a month so that finally the two groups agreed to renegotiate.

For this reason, now we need policies at the state level to answer all those problems, unfortunately there’s not much we can hope. In evaluating the implementation of CEDAW for instance, Indonesia has ratified all articles in CEDAW by releasing Act no. 7, 1984 except article 29 about sanction. The reason is, Indonesia doesn’t want to be appealed to The International Court when there is a dispute. 

After 20 years of CEDAW ratification: there are many more law products and local regulations which are discriminative against women. For example Porn bills and local regulation against prostitution. 

Beside the importance to push the Indonesian government to carry out CEDAW with its sanction on article 29, the Indonesian government also has to implement resolution 1325 about women and children protection in conflict areas. Then the government have to certify Draft of witness victim protection, legalize Draft of anti trafficking and push the making of sexual harassment draft. 

In relation with the absence of Sexual Harassment Act, Indonesia has an article of good-will tarnishment in criminal law. Based on the experience Jurnal Perempuan in advocating, women victim who appeal the case of sexual harassment, on the contrary jailed by the doer using the article of good-will tarnishment.

We really need law reformation, since Indonesian law hasn’t recognized women, especially in conflict-sensitive area. It is also important to carry on dissemination of information to the community on issues related to protecting women in conflict area: for instance in relation with stigma, military seduction, etc.

Beside that, adding the number of female police in IDP camps will also be useful in preventing gender-based violence. And last but not least is to continually communicating women issues in conflict areas and campaign the role of women as peace guards.
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