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Dear friends, 

I regret not being with you today – not least because the theme of this symposium is one of great relevance to our work with internally displaced civilians.  It is estimated that their number is close to 24 million worldwide.  The vast majority of displaced civilians are women and children.  Since they remain within their own countries and do not cross an international frontier they do not receive protection under the 1951 Refugee Convention.  They are often in desperate need of protection because, in addition to the upheavals of war and persecution, their lives are further blighted by sexual violence.  

In many of the conflict zones we deal with, rape has reached epidemic proportions.  Soldiers and militia use rape or the threat of it, to instill terror, force displacement and prevent civilians from returning to their homes and fields.  

Too often we find that the climate in which these atrocities are committed is one of silence and impunity.  

Which is why I lend you my wholehearted support in your discussions and efforts here today to tackle the cycle of silence, apathy and impunity on which these vile crimes thrive.

Dennis McNamara 

Senior UN Advisor on Displacement 

Director of the Inter-Agency Internal Displacement Division
UN, Geneva 

