


The remaining 4 days focused on capacity building sessions for the youth leaders, which aimed to
improve the management, operational and organizational abilities of the youth networks represented.
Participants were required to choose one of two available themes: Networking of Youth Organizations
and Leadership which explored leadership styles and qualities, conflict reselution, networking
mechanisms and functioning principles, or Advocacy and Resource Mobilization which examined
advocacy strategies, working with media, approaching donors and resource mobilization plans
amongst other things.

Apart from strengthening the capacities of the different networks represented and solidifying AfriYAN's
structure and processes, the high level exchanges and results of the proceedings allowed for renewed
commitments from Governments through their Ministries of Youth and also from technical and
financial partners to ensure that Young People and the issues affecting them are addressed effectively
in the region.

More information on the meeting will be available at the youth section of the Africa Regional Office
Portal at myunfpa.org

SIDE NOTE: a“Partners Meeting” invelving UN and other development partners was held on the 20th of
May, parallel to the Statutory Meeting of AfriYAN. It focused on developing inputs on the AfriYAN draft
statutes, experience sharing between partners, comprehensive and multi-sectoral approach,
intervention sustainability, youth network support and succession planning, and partner comparative
advantages. The partners renewed their commitments to personal and organizational dedication to
youth empowerment and participation, including through youth networking initiatives like AfriYAN.,

The organizations represented were UNFPA, UNAIDS, UNICEF and AFRICASO.




The Y-PEER
Bahrain
Network

Launching the Y-PEER Bahrain Network following the establishment of the Y-PEER Bahrain Committee in
November of 2007, the UNFPA GCC Area Office launched the Y-PEER Network in the Kingdom of Bahrain
with the support of His Excellency Sh. Fawaz Bin Mohammed Al Khalifa and in cooperation with the
National Organization for Youth and Sports. Their first activity, a two day Training of Peer Educators, took
place in Manama on June 18th and 19th, 2008.

At the official launch of the Y-PEER Network participants were addressed by Dr. Nora Al-Nahedh,
Representative of the UNFPA GCC Area Office and Ms. Amal Al-Dossary, Director of the Bahraini National
Youth Strategy and President of Y-PEER Bahrain Committee. Participants included 36 young Bahrainis
between the ages of 15 - 24, who were introduced to the Y-PEER methodology and training tools in
addition to basic information on sexual and reproductive health and the prevention of HIV, STls, and
substance abuse. The training was conducted by Ms. Tamara Abbadi (Y-PEER Focal Point for Jordan), Ms.
Wesam Adel Tohlob (Y-PEER Focal Point for Egypt), Ms. Mona Abdul Latif (Y-PEER Focal Point for Bahrain)
and Mr. Salah Al-Saleh (UNFPA Country Office Oman) who comprised the team of trainers, facilitators and
organizers in collaboration with the Ministries of Health and Education and the Y-PEER Bahrain Committee.

The work of the network will be coordinated by the Y-PEER Bahrain Committee which consists of
representatives from the Ministries of Health and Education, as well as the Y-PEER Bahrain Focal Points,
headed by the Director of the National Youth Strategy. In addition, a press team of five youth, between the
ages of 14 - 18, were trained as media reporters and photographers, and will report on Y-PEER Network
activities in the Kingdom of Bahrain.





